FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MARCH 5, 2014

Contact: Anton C. Vrame, PhD., Director
Tel: (800) 566-1088 Fax: (617) 850-1489
E-mail: tvrame@goarch.org

ANNUNCIATION CHURCH IN CLEVELAND, OH PREPARES FOR THE
THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL ORATORICAL FESTIVAL WEEKEND
The thirty-first annual Oratorical Festival weekend, June 13-15, promises to be historic and
memorable. The host committee, under the co-chairmanship of the Rev. Dean Dimon, Mrs. Ellie
Skoutas and Mrs. Evie Boulas, has been working tirelessly to insure that the Metropolis
Oratorical Festival finalists and their families will have an exceptional experience.
The first stop for the arriving finalists and their families will be the Cleveland Marriott Downtown
at Key Center. Following the Friday evening Vespers at the Annunciation Church, there will be
a get-acquainted dinner and social. After the delivery of the orations on Saturday morning, the
Awards Luncheon will take place where the judges’ results will be announced. Those receiving
top honors of first, second and third place will receive college scholarships. Certificates,
plaques and other awards will be presented to all participants. Honored guests for the weekend
will be His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios and His Eminence Metropolitan Savas of
Pittsburgh.
After the luncheon, the finalists and their families will be treated to a bus tour of the cultural
highlights of Cleveland, which includes photo stops (weather permitting) outside the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and a walk through the Cleveland Cultural Gardens. Arrangements are being
made for a stop by the world-renowned Cleveland Museum of Art, where a rare Byzantine icon
is on display. If time permits, the Cleveland Botanical Gardens will also be visited. Another
highlight will be dinner at the Quicken Loans Arena (The Q) Full Court Banquet Room,
graciously made possible by Mr. Dan Gilbert, owner of the Cleveland Cavaliers. The busy and
memorable day will come to a close after attending the Cleveland Gladiators Arena Football
Game at the Q.
A hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Sunday morning, followed by a farewell
reception, which will bring to a close another successful and celebratory Oratorical Festival
weekend.
As the host committee makes their plans, there are hundreds of teenagers in Greek Orthodox
parishes throughout the Archdiocese who are working on their speeches, with the hope of
advancing from their parish, district and metropolis Oratorical Festivals to the National Oratorical
Festival in Cleveland. Although only nine juniors and nine seniors can advance to the finals this
does not minimize the caliber of the other speeches. To recognize the accomplishment of each
participant, Hellenic College is offering The Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Scholarship to every
first place senior division speaker at a Parish Oratorical Festival. Please make a point of
supporting their efforts by attending your local Parish Oratorical Festival.
In an effort to reach even more teenagers, some of whom are hesitant to give a speech, the
Oratorical Festival has included the categories of essay and poetry. Information about these
categories is available on the website of the Department of Religious Education.
With the ever increasing costs of a college education, the Department of Religious Education
would like to increase the amount of the scholarships awarded each year. An appeal to support
the Oratorical Festival Scholarship Fund will be made in March and April. Donations, in any
amount, can be made to the Oratorical Scholarship Fund at the Department of Religious

Education at 50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445-7415. You might even consider
underwriting a scholarship in your name or honoring someone else.

