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To the very reverend John Chryssavgis, Archdeacon of the Ecumenical Throne,
our beloved son in the Lord: may God’s grace and peace be with you.

Having formally evaluated in session of the Holy and Sacred Synod the draft
document “For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church,”
created with your initiative, proposal and participation by a group of theologians
specifically charged with this task, in the spirit and context of the decisions of the Holy
and Great Council convened in Crete, with a view to developing, cultivating and
disseminating its teaching, through this Patriarchal Letter and by Synodal Decree, we
hereby express to you and all members of this editorial and scholarly Commission that
labored so selflessly our commendation and congratulations as well as our wholehearted
gratitude for this extraordinary response and the submission of this exceptional essay.

Therefore, upon favorably assessing this comprehensive document, which
provides the parameters and guidelines for the social responsibility of our Church before
the complex challenges and problems of today’s world, without at the same time
overlooking the favorable potential and positive perspectives of contemporary
civilization, the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate approves its
formal publication as the fruit of a collective theological achievement.

Wherefore, through our Patriarchal blessing, we invest upon you and all those
who worked tirelessly for the fulfilment of this profound task the grace and illumination
of the All-Holy Spirit of wisdom and prudence.

At the Phanar, on January 18, 2020
Your fervent supplicant before God
+BARTHOLOMEW

Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch



Apibu. Iowr. 840/2019

T TegoAoywtdtw AQxwéve tov Olkovpevikod Bgovov kugiw Twavvr
Xovoavyn, tékvw The Nn@v Metouwdtnrtog év Kupilw dyannt, xdow kai elgrivnv magd
®cov.

Katoénwv Bewpnoews év ovvedpia T mepl uac Ayiag wat Tegag Luvodov tob
év oxediw Kepévou « “Tva Lamjv Exwory, kat megloodv éxwowv’. To kovwvikov 1j6og €v
™ 000006&w ExkAnoia», kataQtobévtog, Vuetéoa TMOEWTOPOVALR, TEOTACEL Kal
OUMMETOXT), VMO Opadog eidk@s mEoc tovTo é€ovopacféviwv OeoAdywv, &v 1@
TIVEVHATL KL KATA Ttac anodaoes e év Kontn ovveABovong Avyiag kai MeyaAng
Zuvddou, mEog avamtuéy, kaAAégyewav kai duddoowv TG oxetikng ddaokaAlag
avtrg, mEoayopeba, amoddoer ouvodiki), va Eékdodowupev did TOL TAQOVTOG
[Natoagxucot Nuav I'odppatog ) vuetéoa dyannn TegoAoywdtnTt kail maot toig
Buowotikwe komdoaot péAeat e év Adyw Zuvvrtaktknc Emotnuovikig Enitoontg,
TV ebagéokelry, T ovyxaonmeua kai Tdg 0AoBvuovg evxagotiag MUy Enl Th
TEOPQOVL AVTATIOKQITEL Kl T} UOPBOAT) TG TEQLOTTOVOACTOL TAVTNG peEAETNG.

H Avia kat Tega LOvodog tov Owovpevikod Tatouagyeiov, a&oAoynoaca 16
HEOTOV TOUTO Keipevov, O O6molov Bepatomnoiel Tovg 8povg Kal Tas doTATES TG
KOWWVIKNG ATIOOTOANG TG 'ExkAnoiag évimiov twv mEokANoewv, Twv meoBAnudtwy
Kal TV adleEdGdwV ToD oUYXEOVOL KOOHOV, XWEIs VA ayvor) Tdg Betikag duvatotntag
KAl TQOOTITIKAG TOU TOALTIOUOD TOV, EYKQIVEL TV TUTIOWG €kdOOLV AUTOV WG KAQTIOU
oLAAOYWKTG BeoA0YIKTG éQYaoing.

Entt ¢ tovtolg, kataotédoviec Dpag dd e Iatouroxikne Npwv evAoyiag,
EmkaAoVpeba éni v Opetépav TegoAoywdmta xai émi maviag tovg urotipwg
éoyacOévrtac dd v 0AokAIpwoLv Tov éuPELtBovg TOUTOV MOVIIHATOG, TNV XAQLV Kail
16V dwTtiopov 1ov IMavaryiov IMveduatog g codiag kai TG ovvEiTewe,
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