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JIPOANOJOD

To mapdv Avaivtixov Ilooyoouua Nnmioywyeiov amoTelel EXTANOWON TEOTAONC
tov Toageiov IMawdelog g lepde Apylemionomig meog v 351 Kinowohoixn
Svvélevon, M omoio ocvvAkBe tov IovUhio tov 2000 otnv DAadélgela, Yo TN
ouyyoagn ouotduopeov Avaivtirov ITpoyoduuatog yio 1o Nnymuaywyeio.

H avayxn ouotdpuoopov avalutinoy TeoyQauuatos yuo T TaEelg twv
VNTLAYOYEIWY TOV NUEQNOTMV %Ol TOWV AITOYEVUATIVOV XOLVOTIXMV OYOAElMV €yLve
waitepa euavig v tehevtaio dexaetio, 0t SLAEUELD TNE OTO0S TO TEOYQAUUATO
TEOOYYOMUNC exTaidEVONS ONUElmOOY, avd TN XDEO, ONUOVTIXY avEnon »at dvonon.

Baowouévo oticuadnotanégavayregral 0T OUVATOTNTES TMV TALOLDY VNTTLOLUNG
nhwiog, to mapdv Avaivtixo Ilpooyoouua Nnmiaywyeiov, mévnuae tov Toagpeiov
Hoadeiac Auéoov Apyiemioxomixic ITepipeoeiag, amevBUVETUL OTOVE EXTALOEVTIXOVC,
onoiol duddonovv v EAAnvrt wg devtepn yAwooo og matdid tng nhxiag avtns.

Evyoplotd tov Xefaocurdtatov Agytemioromov Apeoixng ®. %. Anuiqroto
yoo v evBdpouvon xot xafodqynon Touv xatd 1o didotnuo Tg oVYYQOEPNS TOV.
Evyopoltotd ®ar dhovg do0ovg ovvéfalay otn Onuiovpyio Tov.

Mopilo Maxedamv, Algevbivtola
Toageio Iaideiac Auéoov Apyiemioxomixns Ieoipéoeiag
EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZ0OX APXIEIIIZKOITH AMEPIKHX
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PROLOGUE

The development of the Kindergarten Curriculum is the realization of a long standing
recommendation of the Archdiocesan Department of Education to the 35th Clergy-Laity
Congress, which convened in July 2000, in Philadelphia.

The need for the creation of a uniform course of study for the kindergarten
classes of the parochial day and the afternoon schools became more evident during
the last decade when a large number of early childhood programs emerged in parishes
around the country and have been flourishing ever since.

Based on the developmental needs as well as the learning abilities of the kindergarten
child, the Curriculum was created by the Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Education,
in order to assist the teachers who teach Greek as a second language to children of this
age group.

I would like to thank His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America for
His encouragement, guidance, and support during its development. I also thank all who
contributed to its creation.

Maria Makedon, Director
Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Education
GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
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Ta yagarTnoLoTizd Tov VIEiov zaL 0 0Aog Tov Nnmaywyeiov

TO NHIMIO

AvapgioBitnta, ta mpwta €€l xpovia tng {wng evog maidlou Eival ta o
oNHAvTIKa Kat emnpealouy amo@actoTiKa tn peAAOVTIKA Tou eEEAIEN. H vonTikn,
KIVNTIKA, oUvValetnUatikn Kat KOWVwVIKA avamtuén Tou vntiou EMTUYyXAveTal
oTNV NAKKIa auth Twv TPWTWY £EL €TWV, PEOW TWV AIOBNCEWY Kal PE TNV
€mMA0YN 0pACTNPLIOTATWY TTPOCAPHOCHEVWY OTIG IKAVOTNTEG, TIG EMOUMIES, TNV
WPIHOTNTA KAl TA EVOLAPEPOVTA TOU. XTO KATAAANAO pabnoilako meptBAaAAov, 1o
VATILO ATOKTA TIG AmapaitnTeg eUTelpieg Tou Ba to 0dNYNOOUV GTNV APHOVIKN
Kdl loOpPOTINUEVN AvVATTUER Tou w¢ £€NG:

Nontiki avanmtuén

To vAMO Xpnowomolel TN yAwooa w¢ HECOV EMKOWVWVIAG. ZXNHATIlel
OAOKANPWHEVEC TTPOTACELG, KAVEL EPWTACELS, OINYEITAl KAl aTayYEAAEL, £XOVTAG
010 AEIAOY10 ToU Trepimou GUO XIALAGEG AEEELG. 'EXEL IKAVOTNTA CUYKEVTPWONG
NG MPOCOXNG, AAAA OXL yla PEYAAO XpoVIKO dldotnpa. dtiaxvel amAd malAg,
KATAOKEUEG pE ToUBAAKLA Kat EeUAAileL BIBAia.

H avtiAnyn tou eivat e&icou AVATTUYHEVD. Mnopsi va ouvOE£CEL TNV AlTia
HE TO anors?\scpa MG HEPOVWHEVNG npa&ng, Xwpig opwc_; va eivat og Béon va
KAVEL ysvmsuoslc_; Avu)\apBavetal NV £vvold TOU XWPOU Kdal Tou psyseoug,
yvoopt(sl Ta xpwuata TA OXNHATA, TIC OTOIXEIWOELG OLAIPECELG TOU XPOVOU Kdal
HETPA amd To €va pPéExpL To OEKA.

Kivntikn avamtuén

To vAMO €Xel avamtuypévn TO00 TNV adpry 000 Kal TN AEMTA KLVNTIKOTNTA.
MepmaAtdel Kat TPEXEL PE 0TABEPOTNTA KAl LoOPPOTTid, TNOAEL, CKAPPAAWVEL KAl
xopst’;a ‘Exovtag aotsipsurn EVEPYELA, TIPOTIPA OPACTNPLOTNTES, OTIG OTOIEC
OUMHETEXEL OAO TO OwWHA. Zuvrovm(et uau Kat xépt, {wypagilel, KOBEL PE TO
WaAioL, dEvel Kopdovia Kal TEPVAEL XAVTPEG O Uid KAWOTH.

ZuvaicOnuatikn Avamtuén

To vAmo €xel evepyn @avracia, TOU KATOLEG POpEC mapespBaivel otnv
mpaypatikotnta. Napouctdlel gpoBieg, mepn@aveveTal yia ta Katopdwpatd tou,
aloBavetal omouddio Kat €Xel avaykn tov €maivo. Eival emiong eywKevipiko.
Aev pmropei va kataAdBel tn B€on tou dAAoU Kat GA0G 0 KOGHOG TIEPLOTPEPETAl
yUpw am’ tov €auto Tou.

Koivwviki Avamtuén

To vAmio €xel Tacelg ave€aptnoiag. OEAEL va ta Kavel OAd povo tou. EmowkKet
va €xel piAoug aAAd Pmmopeil va mapoucldcel mMOETIKEG TAoELg, Otav Bpebei pe
pla opada cuvopiAnKwy Tou. Molpddetal Kat mepIPEVEL T OELpd Tou. AKOAOUBE(
KAVOVEG Kal YVWPIlel Ta 0pla TG avoxng Twv eVNAIKWY.
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O POAOZ TOY NHIIAMQreioy

To Nnmaywyeio mapéxel 0To VATILO TIG EUTELPIEG TTOU Ba TO 00NYNOCOUV OTNV
aBiaotn Katavonon Tou KOGHOU ToU To TEPIBAAAEL KAl oTNV MOAUTAEUPN
avdantuén tou. H mpooéyylon Tng yvwong yivetal péoa amd 1o maixvidl, tn
Blwpatikn didackaAia Kat Tnv eMAoYN EVEAIKTWY OpAcTnPLlOTATWY BAGICHEVWY
oTIG SUVATOTNTEG TOU VNTTIOU, TA EMOTTIKA PHECA KAl TO YEVIKOTEPO HABNOLAKO
mepBAAAOY.

To EAAnvoapepikaviko Nnmiaywyeio €Xel Kal hia emMITAEOV ATTOGTOAN:
va Bonbnoet 10 €AANVIKAG KATAYWYNG AMEPLKAVOYEVVNUEVO VATILIO vd
€€olKelwOEl pe Toug GUO MOAITIOHOUG (ApEpiKaviko Kat EAANVIKO), €10l woTe
va amoktncel OImAR tautdtnta Kat EAAnvoxplotiaviki cuveionon.

To Nnmaywyeio emopévwg KaAeital va e@appocel €va oAOKANPWHEVO
AvaAuTiko Mpoypappa mou Ba MapEXEL 6TO VATILO TIG KATAAANAEG YVWOELG KAl
0e€l0TNTEG Kal Ba KaAUTITEL Ta akOAouBd YVWOTIKA AVTIKEIPEVA:

Mwooa

Ol YAwOOLIKEG eumelpieg Tou Ba amoktioel to maldi oto Nnmaywyeio eival
KABOPIOTIKEG YId TNV TEPAITEPW TTOPEIA TOU GTO GXOAE(O.

To vAmio paBaivel va e€okelwveTal pe To BIBAIO, va AKOUEL TPAYHATIKEG
KAl (PAVTACTIKEG LOTOPIEG Kal va oudnTtd TOUG XAPAKTAPES KAl TNV TAOKI TOUG.
Katavoei 0tt ta ypdupata givat cUhBoAa Kat otL 0 ypamtog Aoyog Bonbda otnv
EMKOlVWVia Kal otn peTadoon PNVUPAtwy Kat mAnpogoplwv. Mabaivel va
amayyEAAEL Kal va tpayoudd, va SpapatoTolEl IoTOPIEG, va PTIAXVEL QLKA ToU
BiBAia Kal va Kpatd nUEPOASYILO.

H avamntuén tng 0€10TnTag TnNG YAWOOAG apopd TOUG APAKATW TOEIG:

Mpooektikn Akpoacon: To vAmio pabaivel va akoAouBei odnyieg Kal va akouUel
TTPOCEKTIKA LoTopieg, cudnTAoELS Kal Tpayoudia. Katavoei A£EELg Tou Eekivouy
pe tov 010 Axo N €xouv opotokataAnia. Eexwpilel mooeg AéEelg Bpiokovtal
O€ pla mpotacn, mMOoeg GUAAABEG oe pla AEEN, KABWC KAl TOUG AXOUG TwV
YPAPHATWY. ZUGXETIEL TIG EIKOVEG TOU KEIPEVOU KAl UTTOPEL va TapakoAouBnoeL
v €€EAIEN TNG TAOKNAG Hlag lotopiac.

OutAia: To vAmo gumAouTilel To AeEINOYLO TOU pE TNV avadliynon LoToplwy,

TN OUVOMIAIG HPE TOUG GUMHABNTEC TOu, TNV AmayyeAld TOWNHATWY KAl TO
Tpayoudt.
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MaBaivel va nsptypdcpsl TOUG XAPAKTAPEG HLAG LoTopIiag Kal va mpocdlopilel
T¢g cKststc_;, TIG EVEPYEIEG KAl TA ouvalcbnuatd Ttoug. Xpnmponomsl oV
TPOWOPIKO AOYO Yia va {nTNoel, va OIEKOIKNOEL KAl VA EKPPACEL OKEWYELG Kal
ouvaichnuara.

Avadyvwon: To vAmo Ee@uAAdilel ta BBAla amd tnv apxn wg To TEAOG
Kal katavoei Ot o ypamtog Adyo¢ OwaBalstat amd mAvw TPOg TA
KATWw Kal amod aplotepd mpog ta Oe€ld. MapakoAoubei tnv aAAnAouxia
TWV YEYOVOTWY otnv €EEAEN TNG lotopiag. AvakaAeli otn PvAun TOu
AETTOPEPEIEG TNG LoTopiag Kat mpoBAEmel tnv €kBaon tng. lMvwpilel ta
KEQaAaia Kal ta MPIKPA YpAUpatd Kal TOUuG AXOUG TOug Kalt avayvwpilel
“PWToYPa@IKA” oTOIXEIWOELG AEEELC (TA XpwHATA, TIG HEPEG TNG EBOOPAdAC).

Fpapn: To vAmo pabaivel tnv Kivnon Tng Ypa@ng, YPAgel Ta Ke@aAaia Kal ta
HIKPA ypappata tg aA@aBhRTou, To OVOUA TOU Kal OTOIXEIWOELG AEEELC.

Maénuatika

To vAmo dtaBadel kat ypacp:»:l Toug aplBpoug, Tapatnpei TNy mApoucia Toug oTtnv
KadnuepvotnTa Kat usrpaem pEXpL To O¢ka. E€pel va cslpaeaa va ta&vopet,

va opadoTolel, va CUYKPIvel HEYEON Kal va Bpiokel opoldTnTeg Kal SlapopEg
AVAPESA OE KATNYOPIEG AVTIKEIMEVWYV.

MNvwpilel Ta YEWPETPIKA OXAPATA KAl Ta €vromilel oTo €upUTEPO
mEPIBAAAOV TNG TAENGS. XpNOIHOTIOLEL TO NHEPOAOYLO TNG TAENG YIa va avayvwpilel
TG NUEPES TNG €BOOPAGOG, Katavoel tn Sla@opd Tou XOeG e TO CAPEPA KAl TO
auplo Kat EEpetL va AL TNV wpd.

AloOntiki Aywyn

To vAmio evBappUVETaAl va EKPPACEL TIC OKEWELG KAL TA oUVAICONHATA TOU PECW
™G TEXVNG Kal va TMEPAPATIOTEl Kal va Onploupynoel autovopa. Mabaivel
va avayvwpilel kal va avaplyvuel ta Baclka xpwpatd, va KAavel KoAdal, va
XPNOIHOTIOIEL TO WAAISL, TNV KOAQ, TIG KNPOHUTOYLEG, TIG OAXTUAOHTIOYLEG, KAl
NV KIHWAIQ. ZUPPETEXEL 0T ONPLIOUPYIA OPAGIKWY KATACKEUWY KAl ETOXIAKWY
TTPOYPAHPHATWY.

MouacikokivnTtikn Aywyn

To VATIO €XEL TNV AVAYKN YA EKTOVWON, AOKNON KAl EKPPAGH HEGW TOU CWHATOG
Tou. Tpéxel, mNOAEL, loOPPOTIEL, CKAPPAAWVEL KAl aKOAOUBEI Kavoveg acpaAsiag
KAl CUPTIEPLPOPAC TTou oxeTi{ovTal pe OpAcTNPLOTNTEG Kal Taixvidild.

To vAmoO amoktd ouvaicnon tng a&fiag tng HOUGIKAG. Tpayouda
amAég peAwdieg, Kpatd To puepo Kal e€epeuvel TOKIAQ HOUGIKA sldn HECW
TOoUu Tpayoudlol Kal tou xopou. Efokewwveral pe didgopa Houcika opyava
KAl Katavoei tn oxéon Tng HOUGLKAG HE TNV Kivnon, TNV autoéK@pacn Kat tn
OnHloupylkoTNnITa.
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duoikég Emotnpeg

To vAmo avtiAauBdavetal tov KOOHO Tou To TePIBAAAEL pécw TNG Tapda-
TAPNONG, TWV EKMALOEUTIKWY EKOPOHWY, TOU TEIPAPATIOHOU Kal TNG oulnTtnong.
Avayvwpilel ta {wa, Ta XapakTnpPloTIKA TOUG, TIG CUVABELEG TOUG Kal To
nmepBAAAov mou ouv. Mapatnpei Toug GMOPOUC KAl TA QUTA Kal TV TPOTO
mou peyaAwvouv. E€epeuvel TI¢ aiobnoelg tou (yelon, doppnon, agn, akon
Kal opacn)

To vAmo pabaivel yia Tov mAavATn yn Kdl To NAako cuotnua. Xulntd
Yla Ta KALPIKA @AtvOpeva Kal TIg EMOXEG TOU Xpovou. Mvwpilel Tnv évvola Tou
payvntiopou Kat givat o 6€on va mpoodlopilel mola avTiKeigeva emMmAEouY Kat
mota Bubilovtal. Katavoei tnv aia tng avakUKAwGNG Kat Tn XpnolPotnTd tng
oTNV MPooTacia tou mepIBAAAOVTOC.

Yyleivi kat AcpdAsia

To VATIO £E0IKELWVETAL HE TIG OWOTEG CUVABELEG UYLELVIAG OE OAEC TIG EKPAVOELG
NG oXOAIKNG {wNG: oTNV TAEN, 6TNV AUAI TOU OXOAEIOU, GTO OXOAIKO AEWPOPEiO,
otnv tpanelapia, otnv touaAéta. Mabaivel va vtUvetal avaloyd e ToV Kaipo
KAl Va TPWEL BPETTIKEG TPOWEC.

To viATIio pabaivel TL MPEMEL va KAVEL OE TEPITITWON OEIGHOU Kal YWTLAG,
EXEL EMiyvwon tng OUVAPNG TOU Kal Tt HTTopel autr va mpoevioel oToug AAAOUG.
TéAog, yvwpilel OtL moté 0 GUVOMIAEL PE ayvwoToug Kat ameubuvetal povo
oTOV/0TNV EKMAIOEUTIKO O TEPITTWON TAPEVOXANONG amd evAAIKOUG i matdid
mou dev yvwpilel.

Aywyn tou MoAitn

To vAmo OWOAcKETAl TN OMoUdAIOTNTA TWV KAVOVWY GCUUTIEPLPOPAC Kdal
TPOETOAleTal APESA, TPAKTIKA KAl Blwpatikd yla tn ouveldnti aoknon
TWV KadnKOvVTwy Kat SIKAIWHPATWY TOU KAl TV mpocappoyn tou otn {wn tng
€UPUTEPNG Kolvwviag. EKTIHA T omoudaiotnTta TwV KOWVWVIKWY AEITOUPYWY,
Katavoei tn OOpnon TG Kolvwviag Kat tnv umapén Ola@opeTIKWY Adwy,
KPATWY, YAWOCWY, BPNOKELWY KAl TTOAITIGHWY.

MaBaivel yia t Sopn ™G OIKOYEVELAG Tou, oEBetal ta PEAN TG Kal
onpoupyel OeopoUg aydamng Kal eumotoouvng. Katavoei kalt akoAoubsi
TOUG KAVOVEG TOU OXOAgiou, amodExetal To poAo tng dackdaAiag, Bonbda toug
OUMHaBNTEG Kal €Xel oUVEIONON TNG OLAPOPETIKOTNTAG TOU KABEVOG.

To eAAnVIKAG Kataywyng vAmo pabaivel tnv afia tou mAouclou
lOTOPIKOU TOU TapeAOOVTOC Kal amoktd €Ovikn ouveidnon. Mabaivel toug
EOvikoug Upvoug Tng EAAGdAc Kat tng AJEPIKNG, o€BETal TN onpaia wg cUpBoAo,
paBaivel TATPLWTIKA TPAYOUSIa KAl CULHETEXEL OE EOVIKEG YIOPTEG.
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©pnokeutikn Kat HOIkA Aywyn

To vAmo €€0IKEIWVETAL PE TIG BEPEALWOEIG BPNOKEUTIKEG £VVOLEG KAl HUEiTAlL
oTIg apxég tng OpBodoéng Xplotiavikng Miotng kat Aatpeiag. Zto mept-
BaAAov tou EAAnvoapeplkavikou oxoAciou avtiAapBdaveral To pdbnupa twv
OpNOKEUTIKWY w¢ Jwvtavh EPTMEIPia Kal wG HEPOC TNG OLKOYEVELAKNG,
KOLWVWVIKNG Kal 6XoAIKNAg {wng. EvBappuvetal va PHIARCEL yld TA TPOCWTIIKA
BpnoKeUTIKA Tou Blwpata (yapoug, Bagtiola) Kat eUTAOUTIZEL TIG YVWOELG TOU
HE TNV ava@opd eMIMALOV AETITOPEPELWY OXETIKWY HE AUTA.

To vAmo amayy£AAEL TNV TPOCEUXN TOU OTNV dpXn ToU padnpatog
Kal ameuBuvetal oto Oed wg Tov mMatépa. Mabaivel yia 1o Bio onpavtikwy
Ayiwv, Ttpayouddel amAoug WAAPOUC KAl OUMHETEXEL OTOV E0PTACHO
OpNOKEUTIKWY €KONAWOEWY. TO BPNOKEUTIKO PPOVNHA EVIOXUETAL EMTTAEOV
HE OUXVEC EMOKEWELG OTNV EKKANGIA, TN CUUHETOXNA OE AEITOUpPYieg OLaitepa
yla toug pabntég, tnv e€olkeiwon pe t Octia Kowvwvia kat tnv mpoBoAn
KLVNHATOYPAPIKWY TAIVIWY OPNOKEUTIKOU TIEPLEXOUEVOU.

To vAmo yvwpilel 0tL amoteAsl pEAOG plag euputepng opdadag avopw-
WY, TOU €XOUV TIG (OlEC OPNOKEUTIKEG TEMOIBNOEIG KAl AVAKOUV OTnV
EAAnVikn OpB0odofn EkkAncia. ZéBetal toug lepeig Kat aomdletal 6,tTt autol
mpeoBeUouv. AKOAOUBEl TOUG Kavoveg NOIKNG aywyng Kal GUHTEPLPOPAG
Kal svBappuvetat va OwavUel evepyn nbikn {wn, OnAadn va KAvel Ka-
Aéc mpAgelg, va oupmovdel Kal va BonBdsl toug ouvavlpwioug Tou.

TéAog, To vAmo pabaivel yua tn oxéon Kat aAAnAsmidpaon PeTa&u tng
Xplotiaviking 0pBadogng Miotng kat Tou EAAnViKoU MoAttiopoU, mou cuveBAAE
otnv emBiwon Kat otnv avayévvnon tou EAAnvikoU E6voug.

H ouyypaikn oudoa
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To Avaivtizo llgdyeappa yia to EAAnvoapegizdvizo Nnmayoyeio

H ouyypapn tou mapovtog AvaAutikou Mpoypdupatog Nnmaywyeiou ya ta
KOIVOTIKA OXOAgia €ylve Pe OoKOMO va BonBnoel Tov eKMAIOEUTIKO va BEoel
TIC BAoEIC yla TNV €KPABNon tng €AANVIKNG YAwooag o€ maidld vNImakng
nAiag, oivovtag 1dlaitepn EUpacn oTov TOPEA TNG TTPOPOPLKAG EMKOLVWVIAC.
MapdAAnAd, va TOUG €PPUONCEL UTIEPNPAVELD, aydmn Kal oeBacpo yua tnv
EAANVIKNA TOALTIOTIKN KAnpovopld Kat tn Xplotiavikn OpBodoén Miotn.

To Mpoypappa Ba mMPEMEL va AmOTEAECEL «00NYO» YId TOV EKTTALOEUTIKO,
TOU KaAgiTal va to mPocappocel avaAoyd e TIG avantullakeéG OUVATOTNTEG
Kal Habnolakég avaykeg twv madlwyv. O eKmaldeuTIKOG ival eAeUBepOg va
EMAEEEL OlaPOPETIKN OIOAKTIKA UAN KAl VA AVTIKATACTAGCEL TIG TIPOTEIVOHEVEG
mNY£G (Topata, tpayoudid, LOTOPIEG, K.AT.), TIPOKEIUEVOU VA EMITUXEL TO
YEVIKO OKOTIO TNG EVOTNTAG KAl TOUG ETL HEPOUG OTOXOUG TNG.

To Mpdypappa amoteAsital amod 13 BePATIKEG eVOTNTEG, KABE pia amo
TG omoieg kaBopiletal amd ta €ENG:

 To yevikd oKOTIO TNG £vOTNTAG.

» TOUG EMUEPOUG OTOXOUG Yia TNV EMITEUEN TOU GKOTTOU autou.

o Tig MpoTEIVOUEVEG OPACTNPIOTNTEG.

 Ta UANIKa TTou Ba XpelacTouV yid TNV mPaypUatomoinon Twy dpactnploTiTwy.

» To Baotko AeEIAOYL0 KAl TIG EMKOIVWVIAKES (PPACELS YA TNV KAAAIEPYELA TOU
TPo@opIkoU Adyou.

 Tig NYEG (Tpayoudia, molpata, Beatpikd £pya Kat mapadooiakd maxvidla),
mou Ba Baolobei 0 eKTAIOEUTIKOG Yia va eloaydyel To pabnua tng nUEPAc.

Znpavtiki 6€on oto Mpoypappa KAtéXouv ol eVOTNTEG 1-6. XTI EVOTNTEC
autég, To maidi tou Nnmaywyeiou Ba didaxBel 0,TL €xel ox€on UE TOV £QUTO
TOU. Oa pddel yla To cwHa Kat Tig atednoelg tou. Oa d1daxOei emiong dlaopeg
EVVOLEG EEACKWVTAG TIG AlGONCELG TOU Kal Ba PABEL Ta Xpwpata KAl T oxnuatd
pEoa amd ePTEIPIKEG OPACTNPLOTNTEG. Oa YVWPIOEL TIG EVVOLEG TWV AVTIBETWY,
TOU XWPOU Kdal ToUu XpOvou Péca amd To MAXVidl, pe emMKEVIpO TMAvTA TNV
avantuén twv YAWGGIKWY TOU IKAVOTATwWY.

Ot padntég tou Nnmaywyeiou 8a didaxBouv ta ypdupata Tou EAANVIKOU
aA@dBntou otig evotnteg 7-10. O KaBoplopog g oelpdg, Pe TNV omoia
mapouctdlovtal ta ypaupata, €ywve pe BAon tnv Kavotnta tou vnmiou va
oxnuatilel Ta ypaupata, EEKIVWVTAg amo Toug Mo amAoUg KAl TTPOXwPWVTAG
OTOUG O TOAUTTAOKOUG XAPAKTAPEG.
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Méca améd pia oelpd 6pacTnPLOTATWY KAl ACKACEWY Ta maldld pabaivouv
TNV TaUTIoN QWVAHATOG Kal ypa@nipatog Kat odnyouvtal pe HEBOSIKO TPOTO
oTNV avayvwon ALEEWY KAl amAWY, HIKPWY TIPOTACEWY. To OXETIKO AEEIAOY!10,
TA MOHATA, TA TPAyoudla Kal ol lotopieg BonBouv Toug HIKpoUg Habntég va
EUTESWOOUV TIG YVWOELG TOUG.

tnv Evotnta 11, ol pabntég Ba pabouv TIg TECOEPLG ETOXES TOU XPOVOU
KAl Ta oTolXeia mou TIg xapaktnpifouv (Kaipdg, Pouxiopog, emoxiakd @poutda,
YI0PTEG, K.ATT). KABe pddnpa cuvodeuetal amd maldoKEVIPIKEG OpACTNPLOTNTES
HE OTOXO TN GUMHETOXN OAWYV TwV padntwy.

Amapaitntn ywa tnv guputePnN YVWOTIKA KAl KOWVWVIKA avantuén tou
vnmiou givat kat n mepIBAAAOVTIKA aywyn, oTnv omoia €ival a@lepwpévn n
Evotnta 12. Ta eni pépoug pabnpata tg €vOTnTAG AUTAG AVAPEPOVTIAL OTO
OXOAgi0, oTa eMayyEAUATA, OTNV KOWVOTNTd, OTNV AVAKUKAWGN, K.AT.

H Evotnta 13 eivat aglepwpévn otn 010ackaAia tng Xplotiavikng
0pB0d0€Eng Miotng, Omwg autn katadslkvUetal péoa amd OPnOKEUTIKEG
yloptég kat €0wa. Ot pabntég tou Nnmaywyeiou Oa didaxbouv Tig
HEYAAUTEPEG YIOPTEG TNG XPLOTIAVOOSUVNG KAl TOUG Bioug TWYV GNUAVTIKOTEPWY
ayiwv matépwyv tng EKkAnociag pag.

Mpoteivetal 0mwg ol evotnteg 11, 12 kat 13 didaxbolv og cuvOUAGHO
HE TIG AAAEG vOTNTEG TOU AvaAuTtikoU Mpoypdppatog. O eKMaldEUTIKOG EXEL
™ duvatdtnta kat tnv eueAi§ia va emAEEel omolodnmotTe PHABnua amd Tig
EVOTNTEG AUTEG, VA TO €VTAEEL O0TO PABnpa tng nuépag kat va 1o OLddgel
OTIOTE KPiVEL AUTOC amapdaitnto.

H ouyypagikn oudda
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The Traits of the Kindergarten Child and the Role of Kindergarten

THE KINDERGARTENER

The first six years of a child’s life are undoubtedly the most important in posi-
tively influencing his future development. It is the during these first six years
of a child’s life in which the cognitive, physical, emotional, and social devel-
opment of the kindergartener are achieved, through a selection of activities
that match the abilities, desires, maturity, and interest of the child. Within
the proper learning environment, the kindergartener acquires the necessary
skills for a well-balanced development in the following areas:

Cognitive Development

The kindergartener uses language as a means of communication. Having a
vocabulary of roughly two thousand words, the kindergartener is capable of
forming complete sentences, asking questions, telling stories, and recitating.

He is able to focus his attention, but only for short periods of time. He
puts together simple puzzles, builds with toy blocks, and flips through pages
of books.

His sense of perception is equally well developed. He associates cause
with effect, yet without being able to make generalizations; he can grasp the
concepts of space and size; he recognizes colors, shapes, basic measurements
of time, and is able to count up to ten.

Physical Development

The kindergartener has highly-developed motor skills. He walks and runs with
stability and balance and possesses hand-eye coordination He jumps, climbs,
and dances. Possessing boundless energy, he prefers activities that involve the
entire body. He draws, cuts with scissors, ties his laces, and can string beads.

Emotional Development

The kindergartener possesses an active imagination which can infringe on re-
ality at times. He fears, is proud of achievements, feels important and seeks
recognition and praise. He is also self-centered, unable to put himself in some-
one else’s place, believing that the world revolves around him.

Social Development

The kindergartener desires independence, wanting to do everything on his
own. He seeks friends, but when amongst a group of peers may exhibit ag-
gressive behavior. He can share and wait for his turn. He follows rules and
understands adult patience has its limits.
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THE ROLE OF KINDERGARTEN

The Kindergarten presents a child with experiences that will allow him to
effortlessly comprehend the world around him as well as encourage his de-
velopment in all areas. Learning is achieved through the combined use of
play, hands-on experience, and a selection of flexible activities based on the
kindergartener’s skills, available resources, and the broader learning envi-
ronment.

The Greek-American Kindergarten has an additional mission to fulfill:
to help the American-born child of Greek descent familiarize with two cul-
tures (the American and the Greek) and, thus, develop a dual identity and
acquire a Greek Orthodox Christian consciousness.

The Kindergarten, therefore, must follow a well-rounded curriculum
that provides the kindergartener with the necessary knowledge and skills cov-
ering the following subject areas:

Language

The linguistic experiences that Kindergarten offers to a child are decisive for
his future development in school.

The kindergartener familiarizes himself with books by reading fiction
and non-fiction stories, and discussing character and plot development. He
comprehends that letters are symbols, written language is for communication
and the transmission of messages and information. He learns to recite and
sing, act out stories, make his own books and keep a calendar.

Language development incorporates the following skills:

Listening Comprehension: The kindergartener learns to follow directions and
carefully listen to stories, dialogues, and songs. He comprehends words that
begin with the same sound or rhyme. He can tell how many words there are in
a sentence and how many syllables there are in a word and distinguishes the
sounds of letters. He associates pictures with text and can follow the plot of
a story.

Speaking Comprehension: The kindergartener enriches his vocabulary by re-
telling stories, conversing with his schoolmates, and reciting poems and songs.
He learns to describe the characters of a story and determine their thoughts,
acts and emotions. He uses oral language to ask for something, claim his
rights, and express thoughts and emotions.
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Reading Comprehension: The kindergartener looks through books from the be-
ginning to the end and comprehends that written language is read left to right,
top to bottom. He follows a chain of events in the development of a story. He
can recall details of the story and predict its end. He recognizes capital and
lower-case letters and their sounds, and he is able to sight read basic words
(the colors, days of week).

Writing: The kindergartener learns how to form letters and can write the capi-
tal and lower-case letters of the alphabet, his name, and some basic words.

Mathematics

The kindergartener reads and writes the numbers, notices their presence in
everyday life and counts up to ten. He knows to put in correct order, catego-
rize, group, compare sizes, and find similarities and differences among cat-
egories of objects. He knows geometric shapes and can identify examples of
them in the classroom. He uses the classroom’s calendar to recognize the days
of the week. He comprehends the difference among yesterday, today, and to-
morrow, and he knows to tell the time.

Arts Education

The kindergartener is encouraged to express thoughts and emotions through
art. The teacher provides him with the appropriate means and materials to
experiment and create independently. The kindergartener learns to recognize
and mix basic colors. He makes collages and uses scissors, glue, crayons, fin-
ger-paints, and chalks while participating in the creation of group crafts and
seasonal projects.

Music and Physical Education

The kindergartener has the need for release of his pent-up energy, for exer-
cise, and the use of his body for self-expression. He runs, jumps, balances,
climbs and follows the rules of safety as regards to activities and games.

The kindergartener acquires an appreciation of the value of music.
He sings simple melodies, keeps rhythm, and explores various kinds of music
through singing and dancing. He becomes familiar with various musical instru-
ments and understands the relationship between music and movement, self-
expression, and creativity.
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Science

The kindergartener perceives the world around him through observation, field
trips, experimentation, and discussion. He recognizes animals, their charac-
teristics and habits and the environment where they live. He observes seeds
and plants and the way they grow. He explores through his senses (taste,
smell, touch, hearing and sight). He learns about the Earth and the solar sys-
tem. He discusses meteorological phenomena and the seasons of the year. He
knows the significance of magnetism and can determine which objects float
and which sink. He understands the value of recycling and its usefulness in
protecting the environment.

Hygiene and Safety

The kindergartener becomes familiar with habits of good hygiene in all as-
pects of school life: in the classroom, on the playground, in the school bus, in
the dining room, in the bathroom. He learns to wear clothes appropriate to
the weather and seasons, and he eats nutritious foods.

He knows what to do in case of an earthquake or fire; is conscious of
his strength and of the possible effect of his strength on others. Lastly, he
knows that he should never interact with strangers and that he must report to
the teacher any situation of harassment from adults or children that he does
not know.

Social Studies

Social education makes the kindergartener aware of the importance of rules
of behavior and prepares him directly, practically, and through experience for
the principled exercise of his duties and rights and his adjustment to the life
of society at large.

The kindergartner learns about the structure of his family, respects its
members, and creates bonds of love and confidence. He understands and fol-
lows the rules of the school, accepts the role of the teachers, helps his school-
mates, and is conscious of their individuality. He appreciates the importance
of social functions, understands the structure of society, and the existence of
different peoples, nations, languages, religions, and cultures.

The kindergartener of Greek descent learns about his vast historical
past and acquires cultural identity. He sings the national anthems of Greece
and the United States, respects the flag as a symbol, learns patriotic songs,
and participates in the celebration of national holidays.
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Religious and Ethical Education

In the Greek-American parochial school environment, the kindergartener is
introduced to the fundamental religious beliefs and principles of the Christian
Orthodox Faith. He comprehends the religious studies as a live experience and
always in relation to family, social, and school life. He is encouraged to talk
about his personal experiences with religious events (marriages, christenings)
enriching his knowledge with additional details.

The kindergartener recites a prayer at the beginning of the lesson and
addresses God as everybody’s father. He learns about the life of important
saints, sings simple psalms, and participates in the celebration of religious
events. Moreover, his religious beliefs are strengthened by frequent visits to
the church, his attending special services for the students, receiving Holy
Communion, and by watching films of religious content.

The kindergartener realizes that he is a member of a larger group of
people who have the same religious beliefs and attend the Greek Orthodox
Church. He shows the spiritual leaders respect and exhibits devotion to them
and all that they represent. He follows the rules of ethical conduct and beha
vior, and he is encouraged to have an active ethical life, to do good, share
other people’s pains, and help his fellow human beings.

Lastly, the kindergartener learns that the Christian Orthodox Faith has
been closely intertwined with the Greek civilization, which significantly con-
tributed to the survival and rebirth of Greece as a nation.

The authors



- Curriculum for the Greek-American Kindergarten -

A Curriculum for the Greek-American Kindergarten

The purpose for creating a Kindergarten Curriculum for the Greek-American
parochial schools is to assist educators with teaching Greek as a second lan-
guage in the early grades, with an emphasis on the communicative skills and,
at the same time, instill in the young students a sense of pride, love and re-
spect for the Greek cultural heritage and the Christian Orthodox Faith.

The Kindergarten Curriculum should be viewed as a guide by the kin-
dergarten teacher, who may adjust it to the developmental needs and learn-
ing abilities of the students. Teachers are encouraged to use other resources
(poems, songs, stories), in addition to or along side the suggested materials
and activities, as long as the goals and learning objectives are attained.

The Curriculum is divided into 13 units, with each one consisting of the
following:

» The general goal;

» The objective of each lesson;

e The recommended activities;

» Materials needed to carry out the activities;

« Basic vocabulary and phrases to be used for oral communication practice;

» Resources (songs, poems, games, and stories), which educators may use to
introduce each unit.

A significant part of the Curriculum is contained in Units 1-6, which
focus on teaching the students about themelves. The students will learn all
about the body and its senses. They will be taught about colors and shapes
through activities incorporating the use of all five senses. They will be able
to recognize concepts such as opposites, place, and time through games that
focus on language development as well.

Units 7-10 introduce the Greek alphabet to the students, in an order
which is based on the students’ ability to form the letters, starting from the
simplest to the most complex characters.

The letters of the Greek alphabet are introduced as follows:

1.1, T,I,E,,H, T
2.MA A Z N Y, X, K, 2, M
3.0,06,P,B, 0, ¥, 0

Through a series of exercises, the students learn to recognize and com-
bine the phonemes and graphemes (combinations and sounds of one or more
letters together) and are able to read simple words and basic sentences. Basic
vocabulary, poems, songs, and story telling make this fundamental learning
enjoyable to the students.
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In Unit 11, the four seasons of the year and characteristics relating to
the weather, proper clothing, seasonal fruits, holidays, etc. are addressed.
Each lesson includes activities meant to engage all the students in the class-
room.

Social and environmental education, which also plays an important
role in the learning and social development of young children, is covered in
Unit 12. The lessons in this unit pertain to: school, work, community, society,
recycling, etc.

Unit 13 is devoted to teaching the kindergarten students about the
Christian Orthodox Faith, as is evident in the Greek customs and traditions.
Young students will be taught about major religious holidays and the lives of
the most significant holy saints of our Church.

It is suggested that units 11, 12, and 13 are taught in combination with
the other units of the Curriculum. The teacher has the freedom to choose

any lesson from these units, incorporate it into the daily lesson, and teach it
whenever he deems it appropriate.

The authors



