
The St. John Chrysostom

ORATORICAL
FESTIVAL

The purpose of the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival is to 
give our youth the opportunity to learn and speak about their 
beliefs, their Church, and their heritage in order to strengthen 
their understanding and appreciation of their identity as Greek 
Orthodox Christians.

St. John Chrysostom was born in the ancient city 
of Antioch in 347 ad to a noble and pious family. He studied 
to be a lawyer and was an exceptional student. He was led 
to a religious life where he devoted himself to discipline 
and spiritual growth. As a priest, St. John had the innate 
quality of winning the hearts of his audience, even though 
many times he would chastise them. He loved his people 
and would hold nothing back in order to inspire, challenge 
and paternally lead them into upright living. He was also a 
great advocate of social justice and proclaimed the equal-
ity of all people before God. At the age of forty-nine he 
became Patriarch of Constantinople. He was an outspo-
ken critic of the imperial court, and after a series of exiles 
and returns, he was banished in 403 and died two years 
later. He earned the title Chrysostomos (“Golden Mouth”) 
because of his dynamic and forthright preaching.  As one of 
our most honored Church Fathers, Patriarchs and Saints, 
and also because of his bold eloquence, it is fitting that the 
Archdiocese Oratorial Festival be named after this most 
celebrated preacher in the history of the Christian Church.

The St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival is a program 
of the Department of Religious Education, Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, 50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, 
Massachusetts, 02445.
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