Initiating a Planned Giving Program

Outline & Overview
1) Build a Parish Planned Giving Committee

i) Clergy involvement and support is a must

ii) Consider planned giving as part of the Stewardship committee 

iii) Select from current & past parish council & Stewardship committee members

iv) Identify volunteers to answer technical questions or complete forms

2) Develop a case for Planned Giving

i) Use materials from the Archdiocese or develop your own

ii) Use your “case for planned giving” in material provided to parishioners

3) Educate your parishioners

i) Use posters provided by the Archdiocese

ii) Use Brochures provided by the Archdiocese

iii) Use direct mail programs – information and sample forms are available from the Archdiocese

iv) Use “Remember the Church in your Will” in bulletins, and on virtually all parish communications –remember this is a long-term program

v) Stress the importance of having a Living Will that includes Orthodox values

4) Implement a solicitation program

i) Use direct mailings

ii) Set up a plan for personal contact and consider a visitation program
iii) Put “Remember the Church in your Will” and a box to request more information about planned giving on your pledge cards.

5) Other Considerations

i) Encourage unrestricted gifts – those that are “to be used at the discretion of the Parish Council in accordance with the church’s policies and regulations”.

ii) Establishment of an endowment fund to receive these gifts (this is not encouraged)

iii) Ensure that any restricted gifts are used only for the purpose for which they were given. 

6) Establish an Eternal Light Society of individuals that have set up a planned gift to the church

i) Include information on the ELS in all planned giving materials

ii) Educate and inform parishioners on the purpose and meaning of the ELS
iii) Host quarterly or semi-annual events for members 
iv) Plan an annual ELS Sunday of recognition with artoclasia, memorial and coffee hour/reception
v) Order lapel pins for members
Contact these Archdiocesan offices for assistance:
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Stewardship Ministries   

Tel 646/519-6160 
E-mail Stewardship@goarch.org

Office of Parish Development

Tel 847/478-5275  
E-mail JMinetos@goarch.org
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