What Concern is it to us if Our Brethren do not Attend Church?

Saint John Chrysostom was asked the same question in the late 4th Century and offered the following reply:

"Now these remarks of mine are not so much directed to those who do not attend, as to you who do not bring them forward and do not rouse them from their idleness, and bring them to this table of salvation.  I call to mind that on the festival days the multitudes assembled resemble the broad expanse of the sea, but now not even the smallest part of that multitude is gathered together here.  Where are they now who oppress us with their presence on the feast days? It is clear that the absence of all the others is due not only to their own idleness, but also to your neglect. But what if they do not desire to come, you say.  Make them desire it by your continual demand to attend, for if they see you insisting upon it they certainly will desire to come. For what profit is a lamp if it does not give light to him who sits in darkness and what profit is a Christian when he leads no one back to virtue?  Do you not see doves which have been trained, how they hunt for others when they are let out? Let us also do this.  For what kind of excuse shall we have, if irrational creatures are able to hunt for an animal of their own species, while we who have been honored with reason and so much wisdom, neglect this kind of pursuit? I exhort you with these words: Go each of you to the houses of your brethren, wait for them to come out, lay hold of them, and bring them here. Now reach out as never before, rouse yourselves up, and let each person enter the Church accompanied by a member of his family: let them incite and urge on another to the assembly here, the father his son, the son his father, the husbands their wives and the wives their husbands, brother his brother and friend his friend; or rather let us not summon friends only but also enemies to this common treasury of good things.  If thy enemy sees you care for his welfare, he will undoubtedly relinquish his hatred."
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The Importance of Bringing a Guest to Family Outreach Sunday

Some have asked, why is it so important to bring a guest to Family Outreach Sunday. The answer is simple. It is a vital part of our Church’s mission of salvation.  Saint John Chrysostom stressed the importance of Church attendance in the late fourth century when he said:

“Nothing contributes to a virtuous and moral way of life as does the time you spend here in church.  Nothing can set your lives straight and make them exactly right so much as can your constant attendance at church and your eager attention in listening to what is said here.  What food is t the body, the teaching of God’s word is to the soul. I beg and entreat you, let us not take such poor care of ourselves; let us prefer the time we spen dher in church to any occupation and concern. Even if our earthly blessing be many in number and flow to us from every side, they do not go with us to the life hereafter.”
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