The Gifts of the Magi icon presents the Wise
Men offering gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrth to the Christ Child. These wealthy
scholars and priests of the East endured
numerous dangers, and traveled great distances
to offer their treasures to Christ, the newborn
king. What a beautiful and meaningful example
of stewardship they set for all future generations,
helping us to understand the blessing of properly
using and sharing God’s gifts.

What is Christian Stewardship?

Christian Stewardship is...

...learning how to be a responsible and concerned caretaker of Christ’s
Church; it is learning how to enjoy Church life and be happy in Church
work., for in Her dwells the fullness of the Spirit of God.

...our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure for the
benefit of humankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ’s redeeming
love.

...caring for the needs of others.
...offering one’s self to God as He offered Himself to us.
...what a person does after saying “I believe...”, as proof of that belief.

...devotion and service to God and His Church as persons, as families, as
diocese/metropolis, as national Church and as Church universal.
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B Christian Stewardship
2 = is about becoming
{4 good caretakers of all
that God has given us.
- God has given each of
" us special and unique
-8 gifts. And through
=2 Holy Scripture He
& teaches us all that we
_ have is a loan. He
»4 lends everything to us,

| . »==) and reminds us that
one day He will ask us to give a detailed
accounting of what we have done with the gifts
He has given us. Archbishop Anastasios of
Albania has noted that “we find ourselves by
offering ourselves.” Have we learned the
blessedness of generously giving to others of all
we have?

Everything we have 1s temporal. We
don’t know for how long we have it.
The fundamental question, though, 1s
how will we use all that we have for
the glory of God?



One day, a person
complained to his priest
that the Church and
| Christianity is one
= continual “give, give,
give.” To which the priest
replied, “Thank you very
much for the finest
definition of Christianity I have ever heard. You’re
right, Christianity is all about a constant “give, give,
give.” God giving His only Son to the world to show
His unconditional love. His i :

Son Jesus giving His life on

the cross to forgive our sins
and destroy death. Then our =~
Lord’s disciples giving all gman
they had to make sure God’s ¥ g
Good News of love was
preached to all people |
everywhere. They not only
gave away their homes and
businesses, but even gave up |
their lives as martyrs in
gratitude to God!

“A @/J/& MAN IS NOT
ONE WHO HAS MUCH...

...BUT ONE (O,
WHO /()¢S5 MUCH

FOR WHAT HE GIVES AWAY
REMAINS HIS JO/W/L_,,,

- ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

It 1s by offering our blessings back to God that He will be
able to continue His forgiving, healing, liberating,
empowering, transfiguring, loving ministry through the
Church. For God, Infinite though He be, has chosen to
work through us, through our gifts, to continue His saving

work in the world today.
Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris



