THE ORTHODOX SERVICE

OF

SMALL COMPLINE
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~ Prayer to Christ ~

Master, to us who are about to lie down to sleep grant rest of body and soul; and keep us from the dark sleep of sin and from any impure pleasure roaming in the darkness of night.

Still the assaults of evil passions, quench the fiery darts of the evil one which are cast insidiously against us, calm the rebellious commotions of our flesh and put away from us all earthly and worldly thoughts.

Grant us, O God, a watchful mind, chaste thoughts, a sober heart and gentle sleep, free from all fantasies of Satan.

And raise us up again at the hour of prayer, established in the practice of Your commandments and holding steadfast within us the remembrance of Your righteous judgments.

Grant us to sing Your glory all night long; to praise, bless and glorify Your all-honorable and magnificent name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen.

~ Prayer to the Theotokos ~

Most glorious, ever-virgin and blessed Theotokos, present our prayer to your Son, and our God, and through your intercession entreat Him to save our souls.

~ Prayer to the Holy Trinity ~

The Father is my hope. The Son is my refuge

The Holy Spirit is my protection.  Holy Trinity, glory to You!

~ Prayer to the Theotokos ~

All my hope I place in you, Theotokos; keep me in your care.

Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, 

Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on us.

AMEN
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THE ORTHODOX SERVICE
OF
SMALL COMPLINE

The Small Compline or Apodeipnon is an evening service consisting of psalms and prayers.  An opportunity for more concentrated individual or family evening prayer, it may be recited unhurriedly in about twenty minutes. Gather before an icon of Christ and, after a moment of quiet, pray aloud together or taking turns.

Priest:  Blessed is our God always, both now and forever. Amen.

People: Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

~ Prayer to the Holy Spirit~

Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of Truth,

present in all places and filling all things,

the treasury of blessings and Giver of life:

come and abide in us.

Cleanse us from all impurity, and save our souls,

gracious Lord.

~ The Trisagion Prayer ~

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. 

Lord, forgive our sins. 

Master, pardon our transgressions 

Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for the glory of Your name

Lord, have mercy. (3)

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

now and forever. 

Amen.

~ The Lord's Prayer ~

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. 

Amen.
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The Holy Trinity

Come, let us worship God, our King

and bow down before Him. 

(bowing deeply make the sign of the cross)

Come, let us worship Christ, our King and God, 

and bow down before Him. 

(bowing deeply make the sign of the cross)

Come, let us worship Christ, truly our King and God, 

and bow down before Him. 

(bowing deeply make the sign of the cross)


At the time of my death, embrace my soul and drive far away from me the dark figures of the evil demons.

And in the awesome Day of Judgment, deliver me from eternal punishment and make me an heir of your Son's unspeakable glory.

May I be worthy of this glory, my Lady, all-holy Theotokos, through your intercession and help, and by the grace and love of Your only begotten Son, the Lord and God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, to whom belong all glory, honor and worship, together with His Father who is without beginning and His all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen
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~ Prayer to the Theotokos ~

O spotless, undefiled, unstained, chaste and pure Virgin.

Lady and Bride of God!

Through your wondrous birthgiving you have united God the Word with humanity; you have brought together our fallen nature and the things of heaven.

You are the hope of the hopeless, the help of the assaulted, the ready protection of those who hasten to you, the refuge; of all Christians.

Do not despise me, a sinner, having wholly defiled myself with unclean thoughts, words and deeds; and having become through an indolent will a slave to life's evil pleasures.

But as the Mother of the loving God, show loving mercy to me, a sinner and prodigal, and accept this prayer from my impure lips.
In your maternal boldness, entreat your Son, our Master and Lord, to open to me the depths of His loving kindness; to overlook my countless transgressions; to lead me to repentance and to make me a worthy keeper of His commandments.

Since you are merciful, compassionate and loving be my constant companion.

In this life be my fervent champion and helper, repulsing the assaults of my adversaries and leading me to salvation.
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~ Psalm 51 ~

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love;

according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

Against You, You only, have I sinned, 

and done that which is evil in Your sight,

so that You are justified in Your sentence, 

and blameless in Your judgment.

Behold I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother bear me.

Behold, You desire truth in the inward being;

therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Fill me with joy and gladness; 

let the bones which You have broken rejoice.

Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence, 

and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

and sinners will return to You.

Deliver me from guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation,

and my tongue will sing aloud of Your deliverance.

O Lord, open my lips, and 

my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

For You have no delight in sacrifice; 

were I to give a burnt offering, You would not be pleased.

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit,

a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.

Amen.


~The Doxology~

Glory to God in the highest, 

on earth peace, and good will to all.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You and we thank You, for the splendor of Your glory.

Lord, King, heavenly God, Father almighty!

Lord, only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ! And Holy Spirit! 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

who take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

For You alone are holy, 

You alone are the Lord Jesus Christ, 

to the glory of God the Father.

Accept our prayer, Lord, enthroned at the

right hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.

Every day I will bless You and praise Your name forever. 

Lord, You have been a refuge for us 

from generation to generation.

I said: Lord, have mercy on me and heal my soul, for I have sinned against You, Lord, to You I come for help; 

teach me to obey Your will, for You are my God, 

For with You is the fountain of life 

and in Your light we shall see light.

Grant Your mercy to those who know You Lord, 

keep us this night without sin.

Blessed are You, Lord, teach me Your commandments. 

Blessed are You, Master; 

grant me understanding of Your commandments.

Blessed are You, Holy One; 

enlighten me with Your commandments.

Lord, Your steadfast love endures forever;

do not turn away from the work of Your hands. 

To You belong praise, song and glory, to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen.


 ~ Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian ~

Lord and Master of my life, cast away from me the spirit of laziness, idle curiosity, love of power and vain talk.

(bowing deeply make the sign of the cross)

But grant me, Your servant, the spirit of moderation, 

humility, patience and love.

(bowing deeply make the sign of the cross)

Yes, Lord and King grant me to see my own faults 

and not to judge my brothers and sisters.

(bowing deeply make the sign of the cross)

For You are blessed forever, 

Amen.

[image: image5.png]



~ Prayer of Repentance ~

Lord, our God, by Your goodness and mercy forgive all the sins I have committed this day in thought, word, and deed.

Grant me peaceful and undisturbed sleep, and deliver me from all temptations and attacks of the evil one. 

Raise me up again in the morning that I may glorify You. 

For You are blessed, together with Your Son and Your Holy Spirit, now and forever, 

Amen.
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~ Prayer to Christ ~

Lord. have mercy. (3)

Christ our God, who at all times and in every hour are worshipped and glorified in heaven and on earth, long-suffering, generous in mercy, and rich in compassion; loving to the righteous and merciful to the sinner; You call all to salvation through the promise of blessings to come:

Lord, in this hour accept our prayers and direct our lives in the way of Your commandments. Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our thoughts, cleanse our minds and deliver us from all affliction, evil and distress. Encompass us with Your holy angels, so that guided and guarded by their company we may reach the unity of the faith and the knowledge of Your unapproachable glory, for You are blessed forever. 

Amen.

May God be merciful to us and bless us; may He shine the light of His countenance upon us and have mercy on us.


~The Nicene Creed of Our Faith~

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all ages.

 Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, 

of one essence with the Father, 

through whom all things were made.

For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and became man. 

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, 

He suffered and was buried.

On the third day He rose according to the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the

right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead; 

His kingdom will have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who spoke through the prophets.

In one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

I expect the resurrection of the dead.

And the life of the age to come. 

Amen.

~The Magnificat~

It is truly right to bless you, Theotokos, 

everblessed, most pure, and Mother of our God. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, 

and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, 

you incorruptibly gave birth to God the Word. 

We magnify you, the true Theotokos!
~PSALM 150~ (Sixth Tone)
Lord of the Powers, be with us, for in times of distress we have no other help but You; Lord of the Powers, have mercy, on us!

Praise the Lord in his holy ones; 

Praise Him in the firmament of his might!

Lord of the Powers, be with us, for in times of distress we have no other help but You: Lord of the Powers, have mercy on us!

Praise the Lord in his mighty deeds; 

Praise Him for the fullness of his majesty!

Lord of the Powers, be with us, for in times of distress we have no other help but You: Lord of the Powers, have mercy on us!

Praise Him with the blast of the horn 

Praise Him with the harp and the zither!

Lord, of the Powers, be with us, for in times of distress we have no other help but You: Lord of the Powers, have mercy on us!

Praise Him with timbrel and chorus;

 Praise Him with strings and pipes!

Lord of the Powers, be with us, for in times of distress we have no other help but You: Lord of the Powers, have mercy on us!

Praise Him with resounding cymbals; praise Him with cymbals of glory. May everything that breathes praise the Lord!

Lord of the Powers, be with us,

 for in times of distress we have no other help but You: Lord of the Powers, have mercy on us!

Praise the Lord in his holy ones!

Praise Him in the firmament of his holy ones! 

Lord of the Powers be with us,

 for in times of distress we have no other help but You: Lord of the Powers, have mercy on us!
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy spirit.

O Lord, had we not your saints to intercede for us and your bounty to have mercy on us, how would we dare, O Savior to sing to You whom the Angels endlessly praise?  O You who know the heart, spare our souls!

Now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Great is the number of my transgressions, O Mother of God it is in you, all-chaste one, that I seek refuge in my need for salvation. Visit my diseased soul and intercede with your Son, our God, that He deign to forgive the evil I have done, O you who alone are blessed!

Most holy Mother of God, forsake me not all the time of my life, entrust me not to human protection, but take care Yourself of my safety, and have mercy on me!  To you I entrust all my hope, O Mother of God; keep me under your protection.

