SMALL & GREAT COMPLINE =

April 18

The Office of
GREAT COMPLINE .
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The Office that follows is that of Great Compline scrved on Tuesday and
Thursday nights of Cheescfare Week if on those days or their eves, that i, on Tucsday or
Thursday, there *fid not occur the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord (Feb. 2), or the
patconal Feast of a parish or monastery. It s served also on the weckdays of Great Lent,
xcept on Wednesday and Friday nights of the Sth Week, and on Monday and Tuesday
nights of Passion Week. P I

Great Compline also s served as part of the All-night Vigil on December 25,
January 6 and March 25 (if Annunciation falls on a weekday of Great Lent), as well as
e patronal Feast of a parish or moastery (i it fals on a weekday of Great Leat).

| THE SERVICE OF
SMALL COMPLINE

the prayers of our holy Fathers,
o o ooy God, have metey on us
Amen.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.
c complete text of the intro-
18.)

The Priest begins:

o
Holy God. All-holy

Thiough she prayers of our holy Fathers,
Lovd Jooes Christ ouar God, have mercy on us.
Amen..

Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of

Teinity. Our Father. ages.

And the Reader continues:

Amen. Glory to Thee, O our God, glory to Thee.

Lord, have mercy (12). Glory; both now.

O come, let us worship and fall down before
our King and God..

0 come, let us worship and fall down before
Christ, our King and God.

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art
everywhere present and fillest all things, Treasury of Blessings and
Giver of Life: Come and abide in us; and cleanse us from every impu-
rity, and save our souls, O Good One.

From Pascha to Pentecost, Glory to Thee...O Heavenly King... is not said.
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Did you know when Compline is prayed?

Compline (which means “completion”) is the last liturgical service of the day and consists of various
psalms, hymns, and prayers. It is part of the “Daily Cycle” (order) of liturgical services performed each
day in the Orthodox Church — a tradition carried over from Biblical Judaism into Christianity of praying
seven times a day.

In Greek, Compline is called Amédeimvo (“Apodeipnon”) — which means “after supper” — because the
service is celebrated after the dinner meal before going to bed.

There are two types of Compline services — “Small” and “Great.” Small Compline is a shorter (“small”)
version of Great Compline. Small Compline can be said privately at home or publicly in church, and is
offered each night except when Great Compline is celebrated.

Great Compline is prayed at church during certain times of the liturgical year: Tuesday and Thursday
of Cheesefare WeeE, Monday through Thursday during Great Lent, and Monday and Tuesday of Holy
Week. It is also celebrated Monday through Friday during the Nativity, Apostles’, and Dormition fasts,
and eves of Nativity, Theophany, and Annunciation. Traditions vary.

Great Compline is composed of three sections, each beginning with the call to prayer, “Come, let us
worship...” Section One includes the Creed and the Prayer of Saint Basil the Great. Section Two includes
the Prayer of Manasseh, Troparia of Repentance, and the Prayer of Saint Mardarius. Section Three in-
cludes the Prayer of Saint Ephraim with prostrations, Supplicatory Prayers to the Theotokos and Jesus
Christ. In some places (like monasteries), the service ends with prayers of mutual forgiveness, a litany,
and the veneration of icons and relics.
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