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Mission

The Direct Archdiocesan DistricOffice of Educatiorprovides services to the District's Greek
Orthodox parochial day schools as well as the adi@n Greek language schools in order to
facilitate their operation. Th@ffice provides professional training fafl teachers (of Greek and
English curricula), guidelines and materials foadieing Greek as a second language, Hmgl
Comprehensive Examination in Modern Gréakthe evaluation of student learning.

The District Schools

For the 2007-2008 school year, the enrollment efeh New York City parochial day schools is
2,020 students. In addition, there are approximateB0@,students attending Greek language
classes at the 46 afternoon or Saturday schotkedistrict.

The parochial day schools of the metropolitan Neavkyarea account for one less this year. The
“Soterios Ellenas”Schoolof the “Koimisis Tis Theotokou” Church, Brooklyneased to exist as

a parochial school in 2007. The school was graguedinsformed intéThe Hellenic Classical
Charter School.” For the current school year, the charter schebrted an enrollment of 220
students of whom less than 40 percent are of Gieskent’'S. Ellenas” continues to operate as
a nursery school.
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The District Office of Education: A shift in focus

In 2002,President George W. Bustsigned into Law théNo Child Left Behind Act” that has
changed significantly the nation’s education palidjhe Law favors“school choice” and
provides benefits to public as well as to privatko®| students and teachers, including those in
religiously affiliated schools.

The Greek Orthodox parochial day schools have avagri'schools of choice.” Thousands of
parents — not necessarily of Greek descaatitceseio send their children to the Greek Orthodox
parochial day schools because these schools teachl walues, the universal Greek ideals,
customs, and traditions and offer a sense of contgun

These church-supported schools — or faith-baseglodsh- have graduated thousands of students
who have distinguished themselves as adults iprallessions and are members of the local
parishes and worthy members of the American sqcatyarge. It is for this reason that our
parishes continue to support the day schools aetmt financial hardships they encounter.

Recognizing the invaluable contribution of the mdmal day schools to the Church and the
Greek-American community, th&rchdiocesan District Office of Educatidras intensified its
efforts, in recent years, to help the NYC parocta schools benefit from the services available
to them through the federal governmeriN® Child Left Behind Act.”

To accomplish this purpose, tBestrict Office of Educationacting in unison with the principals
of the NYC Greek Orthodox parochial day schoolsgd the following educational agencies:

1. TheCoalition of Religious Institutions and Independer@chools Albany.
2. TheStanding Committee dNew York City Religious and Independent Schools.
3. TheCommittee of New York City Religious Schools.

Note

Members of the above mentioned committees are, grothers, the followingAgudath Israel

of America; Board of Jewish Education of GreatemNéork; Catholic School Administrators of
NYS; The Archdiocese of New York (Catholic); Tlec&se of Brooklyn (Catholic); Islamic
Schools Association; Lutheran Schools Associatidew York State Council of Catholic School
Superintendents; NYS Association of IndependédmoBs; TheGreekOrthodox Archdiocese, etc.

The District Director’s Involvement

Since the beginning of the current school year 72P008), the director of thArchdiocesan
District Office of EducationMrs. Maria Makedon, has participated in the failog conferences
and meetings representing the Greek Orthodox Aodedie of America and the Greek Orthodox
parochial day schools:
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2007
August 21 A White House Compassion in Action Roundtable “Real Choices
For Educational Improvement: How FaBlased and Community
Organizations Help Bridge the Achievement Gajpe Eisenhower
Executive Office, Washington, DC.

September 25 The Third Annual Private School Leadership Confererte;
The U.S. Department of Education/Office of Inaben and
Improvement / Non-Public Education, Washington, DC.

October 15-16 The 23% Annual Conference for Administrators of Independert and
Religious Schools?Leading Schools, Developing Minds, and Educating
the Future.” Albany. (Governor Spitzer was the keynote speaker.)

October 16 Meeting witMs. Mary Holmes, Associate for Foreign Language
Instruction; The New York State Education Department, Albany.

November 8 Meeting of thetanding Committee of the NYC Religious and Indig@n
Schoolsvith Joel I. Klein, Chancellor of Education,NYC Department
of Education, Brooklyn.

2008

January 16 Meeting dlie Standing Committee of NYC Religious and Indig@n
Schoolsvith Karen Zayde-Moncher, director, Bureau of Nonpublic
Schools Reimbursable Services, NYC DepartmeBtacation,
Brooklyn.

February 11 Meeting of tHeéommittee of New York City Religious Schothsjred
byDr. Catherine Hickey, Secretary of Education, the Archdiocese of
New York.

In addition, theArchdiocesan District Office of Educatiomeld regular meetings with the
principals of the NYC parochial day schools, in order to descwmatters of mutual concern and
to collaborate on projects and events.

Three such meetings have taken place since the begimitige school year: oAugust 30and
October 23 2007 and odanuary 18, 2008 The next principal meeting is scheduled to take
place orMarch 14, 2008

The benefits for the NYC parochial day schools

As a result of the involvement, participation amullaboration of theDirect Archdiocesan
District Office of Educationvith the above mentioned committees of religiotgaaizations and
institutions as well as with the education authesiof the federal government, state and the City
of New York, theGreek Orthodox Archdiocese of Americahas gained recognition and a place
in the nonpublic schools community.
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Furthermore, united under the umbrella of the Arabelse, the NYC Greek Orthodox parochial
day schools were givahe distinct Code Number 4by theNYC Department of Educatiand
received the following services and materials:

1. Nine of the schools received the language-artsrarodEarobics,” a software program for
the early grades (K-3) worth oveé200,000 The schools received@2 computers with
connection to the Web as well as teacher traininghe use of the program (school year
2006-07).

2. The District’'s annualStaff-Development Seminafor the in-service training ddll teachers
was funded with$11,000 by the NYC Department of Education/Bureau of Ndsijmu
Schools Reimbursable Services (November 2007).

3. The NYC parochial day schools received materialgthvover$35,000this year (December
2007).

4. Teachers and administrators serving in the NYC gaab day schools have been taking

coursedree of charge. The courses are givext local colleges and universities, such as the
Adelphi andSt. John’s University and lead to master degrees and certification (oggo

OTHER IMPORTANT PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

Professional Training Offered by St. John’s University Faculty

The District’s annuabtaff-Development Semintor the teachers serving in the NYC parochial
day and afternoon schools was held under the aspad His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios of America onTuesday, November 6, 20Q7at St. Demetrios High School, Astoria.

The Seminar featured an arraymbrning workshopsndafternoon presentationgovering all
areas of study and grades (pre-K to high schodhe Beminar design was the result of
collaboration between thBirect Archdiocesan DistricOffice of Educatiorand theSchool of
Education/Department of Literacy of St. John’s University. Distinguished educators from
Queens CollegandManhattanville College also conducted workshops.

The Greek teachers had the opportunity to attemdbrkshop on‘How to Incorporate Culture
into the Foreign Language ClassroomThey were also informed abof(ithe Assessments that
follow National Standards in Foreign Language Taagt?

Note: This year'dDistrict’'s Staff-Development Seminaas funded, for the first time, by the
NYC Department of Education/ Bureau of Nonpublicddts Reimbursable Services.
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The Administrators Conference

A representation of the NYC Greek Orthodox pardchiay schools, consisting of seven
principals and the director of thArchdiocesan District Office of EducatioiMrs. Maria
Makedon, attended th€3“ Annual Conference for Administrators of Religious and
Independent Schoolghat was held o®ctober 15-16, 2008n Albany. The principals had the
opportunity to attend workshops and meet with tte@eSEducation Department representatives.

The Conference is organized annually by @walition of Religious Institutions and Independent
Schoolsjn collaboration with the New York State EducatepartmentThe Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of Americais one of its sponsors.

The Kindergarten Curriculum

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatitvas recently published @urriculum for
Kindergarten for the teaching of Greek as a second languagehildren of this age group.
The Curriculum places an emphasis on oral communication and tomasstill in the young
learners a sense of pride, love, and respect ®rQfreek cultural heritage and the Christian
Orthodox Faith.

The Kindergarten Curriculum is divided into 13 thematic units, with one unievdted
exclusively to major religious holidays and custonisoffers an abundance of activities and a
list of resources (songs, poems, stories, and gatoeselp the kindergarten teacher meet the
objective of each lesson. It is also accompaniedb@sic vocabulary words and phrases for
communication.

Teachers are advised to use it dgwde”, adapt it to their student needs and abilities, us®l
their own resources to meet its goals and objextive

The publication of the Kindergarten Curriculum waade possible due to a generous grant from
the“Stavros S. Niarchos” Foundatioand is offeredyratis to the schools.

Evaluation of Student Learning

A major undertaking of th®irect Archdiocesan Office of Educatias the development and
administration of th&€€Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greek,a foreign language test
thatassesses student proficiency in listening, speaké&agling, and writing Modern Greek.

This year’'sExaminationis scheduled fofuesday, June 24, 20Q8Under the direction of Mrs.
Maria Makedon, the writers are currently workingtba creation of the Examination.

The Comprehensive Examination in Modern Grdelows the standards of foreign language
examinations of thdlew York State Education Departmepdiblic and parochial school students
in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, North Caraliand Virginia who successfully pass the
Examinationreceive foreign language credits in high schamdieges and universities.
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The Spelling Bee Competition

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatidreld theAnnual Spelling Beefor the
students of the NYC parochial day schools on Tugdeksbruary 5, 2008

Nine students from the area parochial schoolsqpatied in the local competition that took

place at the Archdiocese headquarters in ManhattisnEminence ArchbishopDemetrios of
America congratulated and presented each student withvaardA Certificate and a gift card
from the bookstore Barnes & Noble.

Tessa Medakovich, an eighth grade student o€didedral Schoobf Holy Trinity, Manhattan,
won the first place. Alexandra Correa, a sixthdgrafrom the*A. Fantis” Parochial School of
Sts. Constantine & Helen, Brooklyn, was the rurumer-The principal of the Greek-American
Institute, Bronx, Mrs. Anne Prokop, pronouncedweds.

Resource Materials

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatidras composed a list of recommended
books, suitable to the needs of today’s young tarof the Greek language. These books and
other resources — certificates and diplomas —aadadble through th©ffice s Catalog and also

on the Web at www.OrthodoxMarketplace.com.

Submitted by
MARIA MAKEDON
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