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THE DISTRICT SCHOOLS
A) The Parochial Day Schools

New York City is considered the stronghold of Gréakerican presence in the United States. A presence
that has been nurtured since the turn of tHecitury by a large number of Greek Orthodox paedatay
schools that have been flourishing under the gaasttip of the local parishes and the Archdiocese.

Since 1912 when th&reek American Institutezas founded in the Bronx, the parochial day schobdlthe
metropolitan New York area have graduated thousahd®ys and girls who proudly represent today the
Greek-American Community as prominent members @#merican society at large.

One hundred years later, the demographics in Nevk @ity have changed. These changes, coupled with
other factors, have had a dramatic affect on thmellement and the synthesis of the student populafiy

the parochial schools, many of which attract todaliverse group of students: students of Greeknand
Greek descent, of Greek speaking and non-Greekisgefamilies, of the Christian Orthodox faith aher
faiths. These students, who differ in terms of iseaad learning abilities, the parochial schoolscdiged

to educate offering a program of studies of hig&daenic standards that includes the teaching oGtieek
Orthodox culture and the Greek language.

During the school year 2009-20101 parochial day schools were in operation in the metropolitan
New York area with an enrollment &f922 students. The number indicates a slight declneoapared to
the previous school year (2008-200&%or further information on the recent trends redeng student
enrollment and its synthesis, please refer to thgefdix of this report.)

The parochial day schools adhere to state guideliegarding curriculum design and student assessmen
Compliance with state mandates determines elityloli the schools to federally funded grants andises
earmarked for teacher training, textbooks, libtaopks, and technology equipment.

B) The Greek Afternoon Schools

The Direct Archdiocesan Districis also the host o6 Greek language and culture schools that operate
after school hours or, in some cases, on a SatuRja§3 students were registered in thestrict’s
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afternoon Greek schools for the current school ¥2809-2010).(For further information on the recent
trends regarding student enrollment and its synthgdease refer to the Appendix of this report.)

THE DISTRICT OFFICE OF EDUCATION

The ArchdiocesarDistrict Office of Educatiommission is to provide assistance to Hfeparochial day and
afternoon schools of tHBistrict, ultimately benefiting thé,705 students who are in attendance. The task is
enormous and twofold.

The District Office is called to facilitate the woof the administrators and teachers of AListrict
schools -- day and afternoon -- which differ imterof their curricula, objectives, and student sedcheir
only common characteristic tbe program of Greek studies they offer. Greek studies, however, is just a
part of the entire academic curriculum for the phral day schools.

Assisting the Day Schools

In light of the fact that the National Office of €&k Education of the Archdiocese is responsible for
providing assistance with th@reek studies program of the schoolsthe Direct ArchdiocesarDistrict
Office of Educationhas been focusing its attention, in late yearsheégparochial day schools of the District
in order to address their needs.

The principals of the day schools had long wish@daf unified presence within the nonpublic/religiou
schools sector of New York City and New York Stdtewas with the encouragement ldfs Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios of America that theDistrict Office of Educatiorundertook the responsibility to
organize the schools under the umbrella of the diotese and represent them at the education atilsori
as their liaison.

Today, theDistrict Office of Educatiomepresents the parochial day schools of New Yorth@hational
(U.S. Department of EducatipiVashington, DC)state (State Education Departmerlbany), andcity
(NYC Department of Educatiplevels.

The District Officeis also a member of thetanding Committee of NYC Religious Schools Offi¢izat
includes representation from the following orgati@as: the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York,
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn, the BoatdJewish Education, Agudath Israel of America,
the Lutheran Schools Association, and the Islanaico8ls AssociationThis Committeemeets regularly
with representatives of the NYC Department of Ediocaand, once a year, with the Chancellor of
Education of New York City.

Conferences & Meetings

Since the39™ CLC (2008), the District Office of Educatiorhas participated in conferences and meetings
representing the Archdiocese and the parochiakdhgols of thdistrict as follows:

At the U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC

September 26, 2008 - Th& Annual Private School Leadership Conference
September 23, 2009 - Th& Bnnual Private School Leadership Conference
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At the New York State Education Department, Albany

November 17, 2008 — The ®4nnual Conference for Administrators of Indepertcemd Religious
Schools

November 16, 2009 — The ®®&nnual Conference for Administrators of Indepertcemd Religious
Schools

At the New York City Department of Education, Brooklyn
Fall 2008 November 12; December 15

Spring 2009 March 18; May 5; June 17

Fall 2009 September 9; October 21; December 9
Spring 2009 March 10; May 12; June 16

Principals Meetings

TheDistrict Office of Educatiomas held numerous meetings with the NYC day scpootipals these past
two years. In these meetings, tldfice usually invites representatives of the educatiatharities to
enlighten the principals on various issues. Thecpals met on:

Fall 2008 October 2 and December 3

Spring 2009 February 9; April 28; May 7; and June 9

Fall 2009 September 30; October 22; and December 17
Spring 2010 March 18 and April 30

PROJECTS THAT BENEFIT ALL SCHOOLS — DAY & AFTERNOON

THE COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION IN MODERN GREEK

Developed and administered in accordance with teey Nork State
standards on foreign language testing, @loenprehensive Examination
in Modern Greekhas benefited thousands of students in its 37syefr | g
existence and still motivates young learners toarenm Greek schooliig
studying the Greek language.

The Examination is a foreign language test that assesses stugs
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing Modern = =
Greek. Students who pass tHexaminationreceive foreign languages
credit in high schools, colleges, and universitiégs given in June of
each year(The 2010 Examination was administered on Jur’f&)22

Last year, more than 500 students tookGbenprehensive Examination in Modern Gregdministered in

the states ofNew York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 93 percent of the
students passed with 88 average
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THE ANNUAL STAFF DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR

The District Office of Educatiororganizes, each year in November,
a Staff DevelopmentSeminar offering in-service training to the
teachers serving in the day and the afternoon sgladdheDistrict.

Held under the auspices biis Eminence Archbishop Demetrios

of America, the Seminaroffers an array of workshops pertaining to
the English and Greek curricula — covering pre-Khigh school
grades. Approximate800 administrators and teachers attend the
Seminareach year.

Since the 38 CLC (2008), twoStaff DevelopmenSeminarshave taken place at St. Demetrios School,
Astoria: onNovember 4, 2008 andNovember 3, 2009, respectively. Plans are currently underway for the
2010 Seminar that is scheduled fd¥ovember 2™ (Election Day).

IN-SERVICE WORKSHOPS

On EAROBICS Software

In collaboration withSussman Sales, Coa licensed by the NYC Department of Educationdes, the

District Office of Educationorganized a two-day workshoplarch 9-10, 2009, to train the day school
teachers of grades K <%3n the new software program EAROBICS. The costheftraining and the
materials worth ove$25,000 was paid by federal funds.

On Math & Science

In collaboration withChildcraft Co., a licensed by the NYC Department of Education eentheDistrict
Office of Educatiomrganized two workshops dath andScience for the teachers serving in the parochial
day schools.51 teachers and administrators attended these handstiishops that were held éwpril 12,

13 & 21, 2010 at St. Demetrios School, Astoria. Participants received materials wa#ilr,850 paid by
federal funds earmarked for this purpose.

Smart Boards Training

TheDistrict Officewas also instrumental in furnishing all of the N&rochial schools witamart boards
as well as providing training to the teachers. Tstallation of the smart boards bgquipment Inc.took
place duringApril-June 2010. The teacher training took place at St. Demetristoria onMay 4, 2010.
The cost of the smart boards and the training, wover$17,000, was covered by federal funds.

RESOURCE BOOKS AND AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The District Office of Educatiorselects books and resource materials (posters, @ddses, puzzles, etc.)
that are published by various Greek publishers,ciwht recommends to the community schools as
appropriate for the teaching of the Greek languageung children.

A Catalog of the recommended books and resource materials beadownloaded from th©ffice’'s
websitewww.education.goarch.orpll books and materials are available for purehdsough the official
online store of the Archdiocese, tBethodox Marketplace at www.orthodoxmarketplace.cam
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THE KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM

The District Office of Educationpublished, two years ago, @urriculum for the| M « @ v
(Greek-American) Kindergartethat was met with great success and copies were

shipped throughout the United States. Althougis turrently out of print, it can bgss ...,
downloaded, in its entirety, from ti@ffice’s websitewww.education.goarch.org )

B A

b

EVENTS
THE ANNUAL SPELLING BEE COMPETITION

The District Office of Educatiorsponsors, annually, Spelling Bee Competitioramong students of the
New York City parochial day schools. Student pragans start in September and competitions takeepla
in each school, in November. Thestrict’s finals are held at the Archdiocesan HeadquarteBeicember
or January.

The Spelling Bee Competitionis an educational endeavor sponsoredlbg E.W. Scripps Companwy,
conjunction with over 260 newspapers around thedv@ponsors organize spelling bee programs i thei
locales and send their champions to the final3tod Scripps National Spelling Bethat takes place in
Washington, DC, in the spring of each year.

The annualDirect Archdiocesan District Competitiors held under the auspices bffis Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios of America. The Archbishop presents each local bee and tha@idi with an
Award Certificateand a gift.

THE THREE HIERARCHS STUDENT AWARDS CEREMONY

TheDistrict Office of Educatiomrganizes an annual event to honor the studenisewtel in Greek studies,
especially those who achieve a good command dtkek language.

During a festive ceremonial event that takes pledanuary 30", in conjunction with the Feast of the
Three Hierarchs and in celebration of Greek Letteis Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America
presents the students who achieve 100 onGbmprehensive Examination in Modern Greeith the
Three Hierarchs Award of Excellencand offers them a silver cross.

Collaboration with
The Institute of Modern Greek Studies /Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

For the past three years, thestrict Office of Educatiorand thdnstitute of Modern Greek Studiésstitute

of Manolis Triantafyllidis) Aristotle University of Thessalonikave been collaborating on the development
of the Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greels well as other projects pertaining to the evalnat
of student learning of the Greek language.
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The director of thelnstitute of Modern Greek StudjeBr. Georgios Papanastasou, a professor of
Linguistics at the Aristotle University of Thessaiki, has visited the United States twice. With the
blessings ofHis Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America, Dr. Papanastasiou visited a few day
schools, witnessed the administration of Geeek Examinationand lectured the Greek teachers at last
year’'sStaff Development Seminlaeld in Astoria.

The collaboration of th®istrict Office of Educatiorand thelnstitute of Modern Greek Studibas resulted
in the creation of aManual (in Greek) of the“Standards and Checkpoints of the Examination.”
Currently, the director of thBistrict Office (Mrs. M. Makedon) and thinstitute (Dr. Papanastasiou) are
working on the development ofCurriculum for Beginners (Level A¥or the teaching of Greek.

The newCurriculum will be based on the philosophy and standardghteaching of languages other than
English of the New York State Education Departm@gw York State Syllabus: Modern Languages for
Communication)lts purpose is to help teachers design their oghoal programs and choose materials
suitable to the needs and abilities of their sttglerno are at the Beginners Level.

It is worth noting that thénstitute of Modern Greek Studiedfers its services to thBistrict Office of
Educationgratis. Thelnstituteand its director fervently believe that it is theuty to assist the Archdiocese
in any way they can and to enable dbdifice to offer the best Greek education to the studeftthe
parochial schools in the United States.

* % * % %

VISIT US ONLINE

The District Office of Educatiorhas created a user-friendleb page www.education.goarch.org where
it posts information pertaining to ifgojects encyclicals, and any documerssnt to the schools. The site
includesreportsto Clergy-Laity Congresses, the Archdiocesan Cihuened the District Assembly.

Visitors may download ouCatalogof recommended books and resource material<tineculum for the
Kindergarten theComprehensive Examinatiom M odern Greekof past years, bst of the District’'s day
and afternoon schoolsand other usefuinks.

Respectfully submitted by:
MARIA MAKEDON
Director
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A) PAROCHIAL DAY SCHOOLS
Enrollment Trends of the Last 5 Years (2005-2010) Student Faith Affiliation
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B) GREEK AFTERNOON SCHOOLS

NOTE: The St. Demetrios School, Astoria and the “W. Spgroos”

School of St. Nicholas, Flushing accepyatldents of the
Orthodox faith. The schools were excludednfthis graph.
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GENERAL NOTES:

In the last five years (2005-2010),

e The enrollment of day schoadeclined7%.

e The enrollment of the afternoon schowlsreased 10%.

For the 2009-2010 School Year,

e 84% of day school students aB8% of afternoon school students attend gradess".
e 60% of day school students a6d% of afternoon school students attend grades".

For the 2009-2010 School Year, in the Afternoon Schools
e Enrolimentpeaks in the1™ and 2" grades (60% of students).

¢ Enrollmentdeclines aftergrade 3.
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