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DIRECT ARCHDIOCESAN DISTRICT OFFICE OF EDUCATION REPORT

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatisarves the District’'s Greek Orthodox parochial day
schools and the afternoon Greek language schdotsovides professional training for all teachen$ (
Greek and English curricula), guidelines and materior teaching Greek as a second/foreign language
and theComprehensive Examination in Modern Gréakthe evaluation of student learning.

Furthermore, theDirect Archdiocesan District Office of Educatiaepresents the Greek Orthodox
parochial day schools of New York to education attles at the federal, state, and city levels. The
participation of the director of the District Officat various conferences and committees, notalely th
Standing Committee of Religious and Independeri@slof New YorkCity, has initiated contacts, which
have helped provide the day schools with variougices and resources.

Greek Orthodox Parochial Schools Education

In the Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatiothere arelQ parochial day schools amnb
afternoon or Saturday Greek language schools inagpa. The enrollment of the parochial day schools
for the school year that just ended (2007-08) #@20students. The number of students, who attended
afternoon Greek language classes during the samee Wwas3,300Q

10 Parochial Day Schools

The Day Schools in District
Although the number of students attending the gaabday schools

has remained steady, tegnthesisof the student population of mos 2066 1986 2020
schools has dramatically changed during the rguastt years. With

the exception of two schools, the St. Demetrioso8tAstoria and
“W. Spyropoulos” of St. Nicholas;lushing, which only accept
students of the Orthodox Faith, the rest of thesthare experiencin
a50% surge of non-Orthodox, non-of-Greek descent stisden
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The decrease in the number of students of Gredio@ox descent o
has resulted in financial hardships for most ddypsts. Having
faced such difficulties for several years, tBeterios Ellenas”
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School of the Koimisis Tis Theotokou ChurclBrooklyn underwent a gradual transformation into a
charter school;The Hellenic Classical Charter SchabdlThe “Soterios Ellenas” Schoglwhich ceased to
exist as a parochial day school in 2007, operaidsytas an early childhood center.

The shift in student population indicates that @reek Orthodox parochial day schools may very well
serve the broader communities surrounding them.illeanirom the neighborhood choose to send their
children to the Greek Orthodox day schools forrtipgimary and secondary education because of the
Christian atmosphere, family environment, personahttention, andthe sound educatiorthey offer.

Additionally, the shift prompts us to think thahew philosophy defining the purpose for existence of the
Greek Orthodox parochial schools — at least fos¢hgerving the broader American communities — shoul
be drafted and adapted to those families’ needs.

The Greek Orthodox parochial schools have all thtemqtial to attract greater numbers of studentsifro
the neighborhood and better survive the financatibhip. They need, however, to take up the chgdlen
and change the aims and objectives of their cuaritm meet the new student population’s educational
needs. They also need to systematically follow ntendates of the federal, state, and city education
authorities, in order to benefit from the servitlest are available for the nonpublic schools.

The Afternoon Schools
It is worth noting that the number of afternoonch Afternoon/ Saturday Schools
students has remained the same, if not slightkeemsed, Days of Operation

in the past three years. The number of studentgever,
is higher in lower grades than in upper. Studerfits w
remain in the Greek afternoon school studying ujnéo
eighth grade are those preparing for Temprehensive
Examination in Modern Greekyhich offers the students
the opportunity to receive high school credits foreign
language.

3%

Also, worth noting is that the majority of the afteon ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
schools operatvice or oncea week as opposed to the lday 2days 3days 4days 5days 6days
five days a week they used to hold classes in &sé p

The Federal Government’s Policy on Faith-Based Sclots

The“No Child Left Behind Act” that was signed into Law Bresident George W. Bushn 2002 favors
“school choice” and provides benefits to the students and teadfigmsvate and faith-based schools.

The Greek Orthodox parochial day schools have avi@gri'schools of choice.” These faith-based day
schools have graduated thousands of students whe Histinguished themselves as adults in all
professions and are worthy members of our Churdhilae American society at large

Today thousands of parents — not necessarily oékcdescent €hooseto send their children to Greek
Orthodox parochial day schools because they offarelkrounded education — one that incorporates
religion and moral values into the curriculum, offea sense of community, involves parents in their
children’s education, and provides a safe envirarirfeg children to grow in.



Recognizing the invaluable contribution of the mdmal day schools to the Church and the Greek-
American community, th®irect Archdiocesan District Office of Educatidras intensified its efforts,
in recent years, to help the New York City baseldosts benefit from the services available to them
through the federal governmentiso Child Left Behind Act.”

Acting in unison with the principals and speaking tbeir behalf, theDistrict Office has joined other
religious organizations and educational agencresyder to secure the services and resources dadhar
by the government for the Greek Orthodox paroctthiool teachers and students. TodayQFece is a
member of the following religious education enttie

1. TheCoalition of Religious Institutions and Independer@chools Albany.

2. TheStanding Committee dNew York City Religious and Independent Schools.
3. TheNew York City Religious Schools Committee.

Other notable members of the above mentioned caewsitare: Agudath Israel of America; the Board of
Jewish Education of Greater New York; the Associmatof Catholic School Administrators; the
Archdiocese of New York (Roman Catholic); The Diseef Brooklyn (Roman Catholic); the Islamic
Schools Association; the Lutheran Schools Assamatihe New York State Council of Catholic School
Superintendents; and the New York State Associatfdndependent Schools.

Conferences & Meetings

In the two-year interim since th@8" Clergy-Laity Congress (July 2006-Nashville,TN), th®irect
Archdiocesan District Office of Education directokMrs. Maria Makedon, has participated in the
following conferences and meetings representindiberict’'s Greek Orthodox parochial day schools:

On the Federal Level

2006: October 4 The Second Annual Private School Ldarship Conference.The U.S.
Department of Education/Office of Innovation ancphovement/Non-Public
Education, Washington, DC.

2007:February 15 A Conversation with the Hon. Margaret Spellings U.S. Secretary of Education.
Sponsored by TIAA-CREF Business/Higher Educaliorum & The Partnership
for New York City, Manhattan.

2007: August 21 A White House Compassion in Action Roundtable “Real Choices For
Educational Improvement: How Faith-Based and ComitguOrganizations
Help Bridge the Achievement Gaphe Eisenhower Executive Office,
Washington, DC.

2007: September 25The Third Annual Private School Leadership Confererme. The U.S. Department
of Education/Office of Innovation and Improvertié@don-Public
Education, Washington, DC.



2008: April 24 White House Summit on Inner-City Children and Faith-Based Schools.
The Ronald Reagan Building & International Tradet@e Washington, DC.

President George W. Bush speaking on the
importance of faith-based schools and pledging full
support.

For more information, please visit:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/education/whsch
olsummit/index.html

On the State Level

2006: November 13 The 22" Annual Conference for Administrators of Independen and
Religious Schools‘Educational Leadership: Strength in Knowledge,”
Albany, NY.

2007:October 15 The 23% Annual Conference for Administrators of Independert and
Religious Schools?Leading Schools, Developing Minds, and Educating
the Future.” Albany, NY.

2007:0ctober 16  The State Education Department, Albany, NY Meeting ofMs. Mary Holmes,
Associate Director for Foreign Language Instiarcwvith Mrs. Maria Makedon,
Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatidirector.

On the City Level

2007:January 17  Lutheran Schools AssociationNew York, NY. Meeting oDr. Mark
Misener, Director of the New York City Department of HéaWith the
Standing Committee of NYC Religious and Indeperfsigmbols.

2007:February 28 New York City Department of Education, Brooklyn, NY. Meeting of
Dr. Margaret Weiss, Director of Bureau of Nonpublic Schools Reimbitea
Services with th&tanding Committee of NYC Religious and Indeperfsieémbols.

2007:November 8 New York City Department of Education, Brooklyn, NY. Meeting of
Joel I. Klein, Chancellor of Education, wittihe Standing Committee of
NYC Religious and Independent Schools.

2008:January 16  New York City Department of Education, Brooklyn, NY. Meeting of
Karen Zayde-Moncher, Director of Bureau of Nonpublic Schools Reimbisa
Services, with th&tanding Committee of NYC Religious & Independenbvds.



2008: February 11 The Archdiocese of New York(Roman Catholic) Headquaers.
Meeting of thé&lew York City Religious Schools Committee.

2008:May 12 New York City Department of Education, Braklyn, NY. Meeting of
Karen Zayde-Moncher, Director of Bureau of Nonpublic Schools Reimbibsa
Services, with th&tanding Committee of NYC Religious & Independenbvds.

Principals Meetings

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatitwlds regular meetings with tipgincipals of the
Greek Orthodox parochial day schools in New Yorky@o discuss matters of mutual concern and to
collaborate on projects and events. Since Septer20@6, the principals have met on 11 different
occasions under the chairmanship of Mrs. Maria Make Principals meetings took place on the
following dates:

2006: September 19; October 18; November 28
2007: February 8; April 20; June 1; August 30; Octobg
2008: January 18; March 14; May 23

The benefits for the NYC Greek Orthodox parochial day schools

As a result of the participation in and collabaratiof the Direct Archdiocesan District Office of
Educationwith the above mentioned committees, the Greekdlidx parochial day schools in New York
were giventhe distinct Code Number 4by theNYC Department of Education améve received the
following services and resource materials durireyghst two years:

1. The software prograrnEarobics,” a language-arts program for grades K-3, worth 260,000 The
schools receive@2 computerswith a connection to the Web as well as teaclanitrg on the use of
the program (School Year 2006-07).

2. Funding of the annualrchdiocesan District Anual Staff-Development Seminaand resource
materials (books, audio/visual aids, etc,) wortbr@48,000(School Year 2007-08).

3. Professional trainingfree-of-charge for the teachers and administrators of the Gréethodox

parochial day schoolst local colleges and universities, suchAaelphi and St. John’s University,
leading to master degrees and certification (orgjoin

Major Projects Completed

The Kindergarten Curriculum

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educationas recently published &urriculum for
Kindergartenfor the teaching of Greek as a second languaghildren of this age group. The realization
of a long-standing recommendation of 8&" Clergy-Laity Congress(July 2000-Philadelphia, PA), the
Curriculum aims at instilling in the young learners a senE@rade, love, and respect for the Greek
cultural heritage and the Christian Orthodox Faith.



The Kindergarten Curriculum places an emphasis on oral communication and is

N 1w i u divided into 13 thematic units, with one unit dexatexclusively to major religious

holidays and customs. It offers an abundance oviaes and a list of resources
B (songs, poems, stories, and games) to help theeidgaden teacher meet the
* . objective of each lesson and is accompanied bygic baocabulary words and

A g phrases for communication. Teachers are advisesdat as dguide”, adapt it to
» A their student needs and abilities, and use their ®@sources to meet its goals and
i objectives.

e

The publication of the Kindergarten Curriculum wasde possible due to a generous grant from the
“Stavros S. Niarchos” Foundatioand is offeredjratis to the schools.

Workshop on The K-Curriculum & Early Childhood Education

The St. Sophia Afternoon Greek Schaalashington, DC, in collaboration with th®ffice of the
Education CounseldEmbassy of Greece, organized an afternoon workehdpaturdayApril 5,
2008,0n the teaching of Greek to kindergarten-age atidr

Mrs. Maria Makedon, director of tHairect Archdiocesan District Office of Educatiamd one of
the Curriculum’s writers, Mrs. Haroula Ntalla, weirevited to present the neWindergarten
Curriculum. Participants examined the philosophy, scope, andeat of theCurriculum and
discussed extensively the role and methods of tegabf the kindergarten teacher. 25 teachers
serving in the area community and independent/ehadhools participated in the workshop.

The District Office’s New Web Page: www.education.goarch.org

The 37" Clergy-Laity Congress(NYC) recommendation of thBirect ArchdiocesarDistrict Office of
Educationto create a web page devoted to the projects argbimg activities of the District Office to
was finally fulfilled with the technical assistanckthe Archdiocese’s IT Department. The new wabe
— www.education.goarch.org- provides an abundance of information and ressuren the Greek
language and culture and a detailed listing ofdistrict's day and afternoon schools.

On-Going Events and Activities

The Annual Staff-Development Seminar

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatioorganizes aStaff Development Seminan
November (Election Day) of each year offering imvgze training to all teachers serving in the Dedts
day and the afternoon schools. Held under theieeswfHis Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of
America, the following Seminars took place during the tasi years:



2006

The annualStaff-Development Seminamas held orNovember 7, 2006at St. Demetrios High School,
Astoria. The Seminar included a large number ofkusbbops covering all areas of study and gradesKpre-
to high school) and aiming at helping teachersgirgee new knowledge and techniques into their ect

A list of workshops follows:Creating a Quality Early Childhood Classroom Leargi Environment;
Crafting Characters Using Picture Books; Literaay the Classroom; Mathematics for Elementary
School Teachers; Habitat Ecology Learning PrograBtress and Anger Management; Classroom
Management; Evaluation and Treatment of ADD/ADHBddlers; ESL: Teaching in the Multi-Level
Classroom; Technology in the Classroom (Use of Power Pointeriret and Webquests); School
Safety/School Negligence and the Lamw Sexual Harassment.

2007

The annua$taff Development Seminar
was held orNovember 6, 2007 at St.
Demetrios High School, Astorial'he
Seminar featured an arraymbrning pe .
workshopsandafternoon presentations s
covering all areas of study and grades
(pre-K to high school).

The 2007 Staff Development Seminar
was the result of collaboration between
the Direct Archdiocesan DistricDffice

of Educationand theSchool of Education/
Dept. of Literacy of St. John’s University,
Jamaica, NY. There were also workshops
that were conducted by renowned educa®rs
from Queens CollegandManhattanville College.

The Greek teachers attended the AM workshdgw to Incorporate Culture into the Foreign Langye
Classroom.”In the afternoon, they were informed abblite Assessments that follow National
Standards in Foreign Language Teaching.”

The Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greek: A Foreign Language Assessment Tool

A major undertaking of theDirect Archdiocesan Office of Educatiois the development and
administration of th&€omprehensive Examination in Modern Greekoreign language achievement test
that assesses student proficiency listening, speaking reading, and writing Modern Greek. The
Examinationis given in June of each year.

The Comprehensive Examination in Modern Grdekows the specifications of thBlew York State
guidelines for Regents comprehensive examinatiomsadern languages. It is administered to publ& an
community school students in grades eighth and eb&udents who pass the Examination receive
foreign language high school credits in the Stdt®&l@w York. It is estimated that more than 20,000
students have benefited from tBraminationduring its 35 years of existence.
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The Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greglalso given to afternoon school students in some
localities of New Jersey, Connecticut, North Carali and Virginia. More information on the
Examination as well as past tests, one may find by visiting District Office’s web page at
www.education.goarch.org

Workshop On Rating Students Oral & Written Performance, Hicksville, NY

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatidreld a workshop on Saturdaipril 12,
2008 at Holy Trinity Church , Hicksville, NY for the Greek teachers in-charge of the
Comprehensive Examination in Modern Gre&ke Seminar dealt with the administration and
rating exclusively of two major components of Evxeamination Speakingand Writing.

Ms. Vivian Selenicas, Executive Officer for Instiion at theOffice of Integrated Curriculum
and Instruction, of the NYC Department of Education and a LOTEcsgdest, along with Mrs.
Maria Makedon, director of thBirect Archdiocesan District Office of Educati@onducted the
training, which included hands-on experience fertdachers40 teachers serving in the afternoon
Greek language schools of Long Island and Broo&tyanded

The Students Awards Ceremony

In conjunction with the celebrations of Greek Letten January of each year, tBbérect Archdiocesan
District Office of Educatiororganizes a special event to acknowledged theestsdvho achieved a
perfect score (100) on tli@mprehensive Examination in Modern Greekthe previous year.

2007

The Students Awards Ceremowgas held ordanuary 27, 2007 at the Holy Trinity Cathedral Center in
ManhattanHis EminenceArchbishop Demetrios bestowedlhe Three Hierarchs Award of Excellence
to 42 students who had excelled on @6 Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greekest
speaker waProf. John Spiridakis of St. John’s University, Jamaica, NY.

2008

The Students Awards Ceremomas held on
January 26, 2008 at the Holy Trinity
Cathedral Center in Manhattan.His
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios bestowed
The Three Hierarchs Award of Excellente
46 students who had excelled on th@07
Comprehensive Examination in Modern
Greek. Guest speaker wasMr. John
Stratakis, Esqg, President of the Board of
Trustees of the Holy Trinity Cathedral,
Manhattan.




The Spelling Bee Contest in the English Language

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Greek Eduoat hosts and coordinates annually the
ArchdiocesarDistrict Spelling Bee Contesh the English language among the finalists (chamg)i of
the Greek Orthodox parochial day schools of NewkYor

The Direct Archdiocesan District Annual Competiti part of an extended round of competitions that
are held throughout NYC, in public and nonpublib@als, among students in grades fifth to eightte Th
Spelling Bee Competitionare an educational promotion sponsored Bye E.W. Scripps Company
Sponsor of the Contest for the City of New York lziland non public school students is the newspaper
DAILY NEWS.

2007

The annualSpelling Beetook place onFebruary 6, 2007, at the Archdiocesan headquartekls
EminenceArchbishop Demetrios of Americacongratulated thehampionsand presented each one with
anAward Certificateand a Greek History book as a gift.

2008

The annualSpelling Beetook place onFebruary 5, 2008 at the Archdiocesan headquarterBs
Eminence ArchbishopDemetrios of Americacongratulated and presented each student wihward
Certificateand a gift card from the bookstore Barnes & Noble.

His Eminnrbishop Demetrios with the 2008Bhial Day School Spelling Bee Champions

Resource Materials

The Direct Archdiocesan District Office of Educatidras composed a list of recommended books,
suitable to the needs of today’s young learnerhefGreek language. These books and other resources
such as certificates and diplomas, are availabteutih theDistrict Officés Catalog, which is displayed

on its newly created web pagevw.education.goarch.orgas well as on the official Archdiocese web site
www.OrthodoxMarketplace.com.

Submitted by
MARIA MAKEDON June 16, 2008



