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New York Event Draws Thousands

The nation’s oldest and largest Greek In-
dependence Day Parade attracted thousands of
spectators and marchers on a sunny, but very cold
and windy March 27.

More than 100 parishes and organizations
from, not only New York, but New Jersey, Con-
necticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia
participated, along with a unit of Evzones from
Greece. Also featured were 42 colorful floats from
societies representing many regions of Greece.

Marchers followed the traditional route of
more than a mile up Fifth Avenue, culminating at
79% Street in front of Archdiocese headquarters.

Archbishop Demetrios, joined by Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey and
other dignitaries, steps off at the head of the annual parade. (below) Among
the honored guests were actor Michael Constantine, star of by Big Fat Greek
Wedding, and New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg.
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‘We Bring the Li
ght
to Ynung I-J'hr: Christ

ekchool students of Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral in
Richmond, Va., traveled more than 300 miles to march.

Hundreds of college and university students from New York,
New Jersey, and Connecticut, including this Columbia U. group,
turned out in force to show their enthusiasm.

Detroit Parade Includes Greek ‘Martha Stewart’

Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit led the 10th an-
nual parade through downtown Detroit to the heart of
historic ‘Greektown.’ Events celebrating Greek Indepen-

Several societies representing the different regions of Greece
included participants from Euboea (above) and Chios (below).
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After the start of
the parade, Met-
ropolitan Evan-
gelos marches
at the head of a
large delegation
of New Jersey
parishes and as-
sociations. Join-
ing him was the
Consul General
of Cyprus in New
York, Koula So-
phianou.

The Carnival of Love Foundation float draws attention to the
cause of autism.
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Macedonians, take note.

dence Day began on March 25 with a preview of the Hel-
lenic Museum of Michigan, scheduled to open later this
year. The Hellenic Heritage Awards Dinner on March 26
recognized individuals who are contributing members of
the community and have achieved exemplary distinction
in laying the foundation of their faith and culture. This
year’s honorees were Tula Georgeson, Dr. Harry Kotsis,
George Raptis, Dr. Mike Syropoulos and Ernest Zachary.

The parade on March 27 included more than 40
marching units, a group of visiting leaders from the
Messenia region of Greece and internationally renowned
author and “Grande Dame” of Greek Cuisine, Vefa
Alexiadou, came from Athens, Greece. She is known as
the Martha Stewart of Greece. Among the communities
represented were Windsor, Ontario; Toledo, Ohio; and

Florida Event Draws Over 100 Groups

TARPON SPRINGS, Fla. — Tampa Bay area
Greek Community members commemorated
Greek Independence Day with events held
March 25-27.

Their parade took place on March 27,
originating at St. Nicholas Cathedral and
continuing to the sponge docks on Dodeca-
nese Blvd.

Participants included U.S. Congressman
Gus Bilirakis, the mayor of Tarpons Springs,
other political leaders, representatives of the
Greek consulate in Tampa and about 120
groups from throughout Florida, including a

Flint, Ann Arbor and Lansing, Mich.

A group of marchers parade through downtown Philadelphia.

Scotish bagpipe band and many floats.





