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THE FOURTH PRE-CONCILIAR PAN-ORTHODOX CONFERENCE
THE ORTHODOX CENTER OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

CHAMBESY, 6-13 JUNE 2009

Decision

RULES OF OPERATION
OF EPISCOPAL ASSEMBLIES
IN THE ORTHODOX DIASPORA

Article 1.

All Orthodox Bishops of each region, from those regions defined by the Fourth Pre-
Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference, who are in canonical communion with all the
local Autocephalous Orthodox Churches, form each Episcopal Assembly.

Those Orthodox Bishops who do not reside in the region, but who have pastoral
ministry in parishes in the Region, are also members of the Episcopal Assembly.

Retired Bishops and Bishops visiting the Region, inasmuch as they meet the
requirements of paragraph (1), may be invited to participate in the Assembly, but
without voting rights.

Article 2.

The purpose of the Episcopal Assembly is to manifest the unity of the Orthodox
Church, to promote collaboration between the churches in all areas of pastoral
ministry, and to maintain, preserve and develop the interests of the communities that
belong to the canonical Orthodox Bishops of the Region.

Article 3.

The Episcopal Assembly will have an Executive Committee composed of the
Primatial Bishops of each of the canonical Churches in the Region.

Article 4.
The Episcopal Assembly and its Executive Committee will have a Chairman, one or

two Vice-Chairmen, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and any other positions of
responsibility that the Assembly may designate.



The 4™ Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference 2
Decision: RULES OF OPERATION OF EPISCOPAL
ASSEMBLIES IN THE ORTHODOX DIASPORA

2. The Chairman is ex officio the first among the Bishops of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
and, in the absence thereof, in the order of Diptychs. The Chairman of the Episcopal
Assembly convenes the meetings thereof, directs its work and presides over its
colleagues. Regarding issues that were discussed during the meeting of the Episcopal
Assembly, and on which a unanimous decision was reached, the President (or another
member of the Episcopal Assembly charged by him), presents the common position
of the Orthodox Church in the Region to government, society and to other religious
organizations.

3. The Vice-Chairmen are appointed ex officio from the Member Bishops of the
Assemblies, from the next ranking Churches, in accordance with the order of the
Diptychs of the Orthodox Churches. The Secretary, Treasurer and other positions of
responsibility are chosen by the Assembly, and have the possibility not to originate
from the ranks of the bishops.

Article 5.
1. The competencies of the Episcopal Assembly are:

a. to safeguard and contribute to the unity of the Orthodox Church of the Region in
its theological, ecclesiological, canonical, spiritual, philanthropic, educational and
missionary obligations.

b. The coordination and leadership of activities of common interest in areas of
pastoral care, catechesis, liturgical life, religious publishing, mass media, religious
education, etc.

c. Relations with other Christian Churches and other religions.

d. Anything that entails obligations of the Orthodox Church in Her relations with
society and government.

e. The preparation of a plan to organize the Orthodox of the Region on a canonical
basis.

2. The definition of the scope of these competencies should in no way interfere with the
responsibility of each Bishop for his eparchial jurisdiction, or restrict the rights of his
Church, including its relations with international agencies, governments, civil society,
mass media, other legal undertakings, national and treaty organizations, as well as
other religions.

For specific linguistic, educational and pastoral issues of a particular Church, the
Episcopal Assembly may also collaborate with the ecclesiastical authority of the
Church in question, so that the diversity of national traditions may secure the unity of
Orthodoxy in the communion of faith and in the bond of love.
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Article 6.

1. The Episcopal Assembly receives and records the election of Bishops of the Region,
and their reference to the most holy autocephalous Orthodox Churches.

2. It examines and determines the canonical status of local communities in the Region
that have no reference to the most holy autocephalous Orthodox Churches.

3. It must record every decision relating to clerics promulgated by their bishops, in order
that this decision is applied among all the Orthodox Churches in the Region.

Article 7.

1. The Episcopal Assembly meets once a year, at the invitation of the Chairman. It may
meet as often as it is deemed necessary by the Executive Committee, or at the written
request that shows cause of one third of the members of the Assembly.

2. The Executive Committee meets once every three months and whenever necessary at
the invitation of the Chairman or at the written request that shows cause of one third
of its members.

3. The invitations to the Assembly, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, are to be
sent two months in advance; and for the Executive Committee, one week in advance.
They are to be accompanied by the agenda items and related documents.

4. The agenda must be approved at the first session of the Assembly, and should only be
amended by a decision of the members present, be means of an absolute majority of
the votes.

Article 8.

The quorum for the Executive Committee is two thirds of its members and for the
Assembly, an absolute majority of members, including the Chairman.

Article 9.
The work of the Episcopal Assembly is conducted in accordance with the principles
of the Orthodox conciliar tradition and is directed by its Chairman, who has the
responsibility for supervising the implementation of its decisions.

Article 10.

1. The decisions of the Episcopal Assembly are taken by consensus.
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2. In matters of more general concern which require, by the decision of the Assembly of
Bishops, a Pan-Orthodox approach, the Assembly’s chairman refers it to the
Ecumenical Patriarch for further Pan-Orthodox actions.

Article 11.

1. Upon the decision of the Episcopal Assembly, it is possible to form from its members
Committees for Liturgical, Pastoral, Financial, Educational, Ecumenical and other
issues, chaired by one of the Bishop-Members of the Assembly.

2. The members of these Committees, clergy or laity, are appointed by the Executive
Committee. In addition, advisers and experts may be invited to participate in the
Assembly or in the Executive Committee, without voting rights.

Article 12.

1. The Episcopal Assembly may establish its own Internal Regulations in order to
supplement and adjust the above provisions, in accordance with the needs of the
Region and in respect to the canon law of the Orthodox Church.

2. All legal and financial issues relating to the functioning of the Assembly are to be
decided in the light of the civil laws of the countries of the Region, in which members
of the Assembly exercise their jurisdiction.

Article 13.

The formation of a new Episcopal Assembly, the partition or abolition of an existing
Episcopal Assembly, or the merger of two or more of these Assemblies, occurs following
the decision of the Synaxis of the Primates of the Orthodox Churches, at the request of a
particular Church, or the request of the Chairman of a particular Episcopal Assembly to
the Ecumenical Patriarch.

T John of Pergamon, Chairman

T Sergios of Good Hope

T John in Western and Central Europe
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T Hesychios of Capitolia

1 Hilarion of Volokolamsk

1 Irenaeus of Batschka

T Irenaeus of Oltenia

T Neophytos of Roussis

T Gerasimos of Zoukdidi and Tsaisi

1 George of Paphos

1 Chrysostom of Peristerion

1 George of Siemiatise

1 John of Korytsa
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T Tikhon of Komarno

T Jeremias of Switzerland, Secretary



