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SESSION 2 - GENERATIONS OF FAITH
OBJECTIVE
By exploring the Generations of Faith which have preserved our Church, children
will understand their own role in the Royal Priesthood in conjunction with the specific duties of the Ordained Priesthood.

PREPARATION
This session is about exploring the role shared by People of Faith in the Royal
Priesthood and the Ordained Priesthood as passed down by the Generations of
Faith through Apostolic Succession. All of the Faithful share duties that are of
equal importance, as they are needed to function as “The Church”—after all, clergy and laity are co-workers in Christ. Each of us must accomplish these duties
according to gifts God has granted us individually. Collectively, this work is defined
throughout scripture and the existence of Her sacred history.
Utilize what was established in Session One, Family of Faith, to connect to the
more specific purpose of identifying the role of children, so that they may grow
and learn from one another as co-workers of their priests and other adults in the
Church.

1 Peter 2:4-5 (Coming to Him as a living stone)
1 Peter 2:9 (Speaks of the Royal Priesthood)
Ephesians 2:19-22 (Built on the foundation of the Apostles)

MATERIALS NEEDED
Family of Faith Family Tree from Session One
Copies of the Generations of Faith Comparison Chart (One per person)
Darice FOAMIES Wall Cross #5269563458 one per person (May be purchased at
Michaels Craft Stores)
Darice FOAMIES Tub O’ Foamies Sticky Shapes (May be purchased at JO-ANN
stores)
Scissors (One per person)
Sharpie Markers (Enough to share)
Pens and pencils
Old blankets, sheet, stapler, duct tape, string, rope, chairs, construction papers,
poster board, safety pins, and markers
A white board
Copy of the Opening and Closing Prayers found at the end of this session (1 per
child or a poster)
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OPENING PRAYER Trisagion (Thrice Holy)
In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to You our God, glory to You!

Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, present in all places and filling all things, treasury of blessings and Giver of life, come and abide in us. Cleanse us from all impurities and save
our souls, gracious Lord.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever to the ages of ages. Amen.
All Holy Trinity have mercy on us. Lord, forgive our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions.
Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your name’s sake. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever, to the ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Your is the kingdom, the power and the glory of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.

ICE BREAKER – Cornerstone of the Church
Divide the participants into groups of 5 to 8, depending on the size of your group.
Have available the following supplies of old blankets or sheets, staples, duct tape,
string or rope; art materials such as construction paper, poster board, and markers,
enough for each group. You will also need chairs in order to build a church.
Provide art materials to create icons and windows, a dome and a cross. All group
members should be able to fit inside their church sitting down. When they are all
inside, they will name their church. Give the kids 20 minutes to complete their
church. You may want to make a contest out of it to see who finishes first and
which teams church stays up.
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Who has ever watched Extreme Makeover Home Edition?
What is the premise of that television show? (To build a new home for needy families)
When you have watched that show, what is the first thing they do to begin building
a house? (Hire an architect/builder)
What is the second thing they do? (Lay the foundation) Why is it important to lay
a foundation? (To make sure the house is on firm ground)
Where you able to secure a firm foundation when building your church? What were
the difficulties you faced? How important was it to work as a team?
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STATE (Paraphrase in your own words)
Today we build buildings on foundations of steel and concrete. But in ancient cultures, there were not as many materials with which to build, so many houses were
built of clay and stone. The very first stone to be placed was the cornerstone. That
stone was a guide for all of the other stones to be placed on the building. In 1 Peter
2:4-5 we read “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also as living stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.” Each one of us is a living stone which makes up the Church. Christ
is the “Chief cornerstone” upon which the church is built, without Christ there is
no church. Without the people who hold the church together, there is no need for
a cornerstone.

In Ephesians 2:19-22 we read, “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built
together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”

STATE (Paraphrase in your own words)
In the bible, there were many analogies or comparisons that were used to help people understand the relationship of Christ with the Church. Last session we learned
that the Family of Faith is connected through a spiritual lineage like a vine. Now
we learn that the church is like a building made up of living stones. These stones,
the people who have gone before us and those continuing on today, make up the
Generations of Faith.
DISCUSS (accept all answers and reflect back)
Who is the architect or builder of the church? (God the Father, Creator and Master
of All Creation, etc.)
Can you name some of the Generations of Faithful which have been the foundation of our faith to our Church (Prophets, Christ, Apostles – refer to the Family of
Faith Tree)
Who are other members of the household of God which are part of the
Generations of Faith? (Martyrs, Saints, Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Bishops, Priests,
Deacons, Monastics, Laity, etc.)
Why do people in the church have different roles? (We are fit together as living
stones to become a dwelling place for God. Each of us has a special place to fit in).
How about you and a priest? Is it possible that you have similar jobs in the life of
the Church? (Absolutely!)
16

Session 2
Generations of Faith

STATE (paraphrase in your own words, using the Icon of Christ)
We know that God is the Head of His Household, the Church. He sent Jesus to
lead us and bring us into His Kingdom. Together, the clergy and laity cooperate to
do God’s work in the Church guided by the Holy Spirit, while striving to live fully
as members of the Body of Christ. Laity comes from the Greek word laos meaning people, referring to the people of God.
Both clergy and laity are called upon by God to serve the Church, which is an
important calling from God. To fulfill God’s special call the clergy and laity work
together as the church, bringing people to salvation in Christ. Their different, but
needed roles in the Church are passed down by Generations of Faith. Most of us,
as infants were brought to the church by our parents to be baptized. When we are
baptized we were purified from sin and anointed into the Royal Priesthood, joining
the Generations of Faith before us.

BIBLE READING
We are going to read about being a part of the Royal Priesthood. Please open your
Bibles to 1 Peter 2:9. When we are all there, we will read it together. We’ll give
everyone a chance to read through it silently first. “But you are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”
DISCUSS
What is the Royal Priesthood? (a chosen race, a holy nation, God’s own people)
What do we do as the Royal Priesthood? (To proclaim the mighty works of Him,
to do the work of God’s Household, the work of The Church, etc.)
How do we become part of the Royal Priesthood? (At our Baptism we are purified
from sin. At Chrismation, we are anointed with the “seal of the gift of the Holy
Spirit” as the Royal Priesthood.)
As members of the Royal Priesthood, what is our calling? (to proclaim the mighty
acts of Christ)
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God’s work is everyone’s work, we are all living stones which make up the church.
The Generations of Faith before us preserved this duty. The stones of our church
building have different purposes, some, as we said before, like the apostles,
prophets, and Christ Himself, set the foundation. As the Royal Priesthood, our duty
is to accept God’s call to proclaim Christ’s teaching just as our parents and grandparents did before us. From the Royal Priesthood, God calls certain people to lead
his church, just as Christ led his apostles and disciples. Those called to the
Ordained Priesthood, Bishops, Priests and Deacons are ordained or appointed to
bring the people closer to Christ, to guard the faith, and uphold truths by his teaching and life.
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Christ ordained His Apostles, and sent them in different directions to teach, preach
(as missionaries), and share His love (by way of charity). Once a community of
believers (laity) formed, the Apostles ordained men to replace them within the community who could do the same work—to teach, preach, and do good works. This
Sacred and Holy Priesthood continues still today, building people of faith who will
continue Christ’s work here on earth. This is called Apostolic Succession. Our
priest, (Name) was ordained by a Bishop, who can trace his ordination back to the
Apostles.

Today, we will look at the duties given to our priest, and what work we, the laity, are
to do. It is Christ Who calls each of us to His Royal Priesthood, and sends each of
us out to proclaim His Word.

ACTIVITY (Pass out the Generations of Faith Comparisons Chart)
What are some of the ministries that the laity perform in the church? (chanting, youth
ministry, teaching, parish counsel, cooking for the parish, etc.)
What are duties of the clergy and laity that are the same? (Pray for one another, pray
together, serve each other, visit the sick, passing on traditions and teachings, attend church receive
Sacraments, etc.)
What are the duties of the clergy or Ordained Priesthood that the laity do not perform? (Confession, communion, funerals, anointing, other Sacraments and blessings)
How has our faith been passed to us through the generations?(Through scripture, family, iconography, history, etc)
What are some ways we can pass on our faith to the next generation? (Become a
God-Parent, baptize our children when we become parents, talk openly about our
faith to our friends and family, act as Christian examples)
ARTS AND CRAFTS – FOAM MOSAIC CROSS
Part of the beauty of our churches is how they are decorated in order to remind us
of heaven on earth. Many of our churches are decorated with icons made of small
pieces of glass called mosaics. Each piece is put down in a special place along side
the other pieces one by one until the picture is revealed. For our arts and crafts project we will decorate a cross with foam pieces in the same manner that icons are
made with thousands of small glass tiles. This cross is a symbol of Christ passed
down from the generations of faith before us.
STATE
Think of this passing on of faith as building a strong building. Each person, as a
living stone is added to the foundation of our faith laid by Christ and the Apostles.
Through Apostolic Succession, our faith has been handed down through the gener18
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ations to the clergy. We stand firmly in our faith as clergy and laity with each other
and those around us in the growth of our Church. We as laity pass on our faith to
the next generation by living as an example of Christ and His teachings for those
who come after us.

Through your baptism you were chosen or set apart by God to serve His Church in
the Royal Priesthood. Much of the work needs to be done for ourselves and for
others, but mostly to preserve God’s Household.

God’s Kingdom is where His people live. People of faith are the Royal Priesthood
within this Kingdom, we do the work He asks us to do. He has ordained the
Faithful to do His work here on earth. Each of you have an important role in the
church, I challenge you to pray about the special way that you can serve the church
and pass on the faith to others.

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord, bless those who praise You and sanctify those who trust in You. Save Your people and bless
Your inheritance. Protect the whole body of Your Church. Sanctify those who love the beauty of
Your house. Glorify them in return by Your divine power, and do not forsake us who hope in You.
Grant peace to Your world, to Your churches, to the clergy, to those in public service, to the armed
forces, and to all Your people. For every good and perfect gift is from above, coming from You, the
Father of lights. To You we give glory, thanksgiving, and worship, to the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrystotom

Expanded Ideas:
Paper People Royal Priesthood Chain Make cut-out people chain (hand-inhand). On each little person, write ways to teach preach, and outreach. Encourage
the pattern of work we do for Christ and link them together.
JOY Group Service Chart Create a chart with different duties that members of the
JOY Group can do at meetings which model ministries in the church for example,
readers, chanters, giving a short sermon or thought for the day at each meeting,
greeting new members, cleaning up after meetings.
What Will You Do? Pat-pat, clap-clap, snap-snap. Pat-pat, clap-clap, snap-snap….
To the repeated rhythm, say: (Name)-(Name), tell-us, what-will-you-do? The
response: I-will, do-what, God-wants-me to-do; just-like, I-can, ( )-( ).
Watch the Ordination video of your Priest Be sure to have him there to relate his
feelings and help the children understand what is happening. Give them a chance
to yell out, AXIOS!” with everyone on the video.
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GLOSSARY
Apostles – One of an authoritative New Testament group sent out to preach the
gospel and made up especially of Christ’s 12 original disciples and Paul
Apostolic Succession – The fact that today’s bishops form a link to an unbroken
chain to the Apostles of Christ
Bishop – (Gr. Episkopos) The highest rank of Christian Priesthood
Church - The communion of believers
Clergy
- A group ordained to perform pastoral or sacerdotal functions in a
Christian Church
Deacon - (Gr. “assistant, servant”). The first of the three orders of priesthood. A
deacon is not permitted to perform the sacraments, but assists the bishop and the
presbyter in the Eucharist and other services or ministries of the church.
Laity - (Gr. Laikos; Sl. Miryane). Members of the Church who are not ordained to the
priesthood.
Ministry – Service to the church
Ordination - (Gr. cheirotonia). The sacrament of the Holy Orders, imparted through
the laying on of hands upon the candidate for the priesthood.
Ordained Priesthood
Priest – (Gr. Presbyteros = elder) The authoritative representative of the bishop in
all matters that have to do with the salvation of the Christian individual
Prophets –Holy men [who] were prophetically inspired and were enabled to foresee and foretell…the revelation which was to be given to Christ. It was also believed
that the Prophets were deliverers of God’s message.
Royal Priesthood
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Luke 1:5-11 (speaks of the priestly custom of burning incense)
Hebrews 5-7 (qualifications for and necessity of the priesthood),
http://www.goarch.org/en/ourfaith/articles/article7106.asp (On Sacramental Life)

The Ministry of the Church by Joseph J. Allen, pp. 41-68
Introducing the Orthodox Church: Its Faith and Life by Fr. Anthony Coniaris, pp.
1-11, and 129-131
Old Testament References to the Priesthood - Exodus 28, 29, and 40; Numbers 3, 16, 18, and 25;
Nehimiah 7 and 13.

SPECIAL NOTES
For next session you will need to order the IOCC promotional video
“Unconditional Love,” 2006 from the International Orthodox Christian Charities
(www.iocc.org) or look in your parish library (See Session 3, Works of Faith)
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ARTS AND CRAFTS - Foam Mosaic Cross
SUPPLIES NEEDED
Darice FOAMIES Wall Cross#5269563458 Once per person (May be purchased at
Michaels Craft Stores
Darice FOAMIES Tub O’ Foamies Sticky Shapes (May be purchased at JO-ANN
stores)
Scissors (One per person)
Sharpie Markers (Enough to share)

DIRECTIONS
Pass out foam crosses to participants and have them write their names on the back
Distribute foam pieces for participants to share with one another
Explain to participants to not touch items until instructions are finished
In order to make the mosaic cross, you will want to fill in the cross with as many
foam pieces as possible without overlapping each other, but still placed as closely
together as possible.
To make the mosaic cross either start with a cross going down the center of the
cross and across the arms, or start at the outside border and work around until the
inside is filled in. You may cut foam pieces to fit into small spaces.
Place foam pieces in the desired positions first before taking off the paper backing.
Remove the backing and finish your project.

GENERATIONS OF FAITH
COMPARISON CHART

Ordained Priesthood Duties
Royal Priesthood Duties
How do Clergy pass on the faith?

Similarities
Differences
How do Laity pass on the faith?

FAMILY NOTES
Generations of Faith
Today your child was introduced to the theme Generations of Faith. They explored
how our faith has been preserved through the generations by Apostolic Succession.
They also talk about their special role in the church as a “living stone”. You may
want to ask your child the following questions about what they learned today:
Who is the cornerstone of the church?
What is the royal priesthood?
How can we pass on our faith to others?
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ACTIVITY
At the dinner table talk about the traditions of the church that have been passed on
by the generations of faith in your family, such as doing your cross, hanging icons
on an east facing wall, or making koliva in memory of family who has fallen asleep
in the Lord. Talk about the person who passed on the faith to you (such as a grandparent) and the example they set.
If your family does not have a family “altar”, this is a great time to put one together. Include an Icon of Christ, icons of the patron saints of your family members,
a bible, a vigil candle, a censor, a prayer book, a and a prayer list of family members and God-children that you want to pray for on a regular basis. It does not have
to be fancy, it is a place that you can offer prayers to God as a family within your
home.

As a family activity “Build Your Own Church” or “Build Your Own Bishop, Priest
and Deacon.” These cut and assemble activities will familiarize your family with
some of the scripture and theology of the church while having fun. They may be
purchased from the Orthodox Christian Education Commission at www.orthodoxed.org.

MODELS OF FAITH IN THE GENERATIONS OF FAITH (OCTOBER)
Prophets – Hosea (17) and Joel (19)
Apostles -Thomas (6) and James (9)
Bishops – Cyprian the Holy Martyr (2) and Dionysios the Ariopagite (3)
Deacons – Phillip the Apostle of the 70 (11)
Theologians - Symeon the New Theologian (12)
Monastics – Gerasimos of Cephaonlia (20) and Christodulos of Patmos (21)
Laity –Pelagia the Rightous (8) Seven Youths of Ephesus (22) , St. Demetrios and
(26) St. Nestor (27)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
As a resource for adults, read The Ministry of the Church by Joseph J. Allen for an
extensive discussion of the role of the priest and the laity in ministry. Also,
Introducing the Orthodox Church: Its Faith and Life by Fr. Anthony Coniaris also
has some nice explanations of the role of the laity in the church. This book can be
purchased from www.Light-n-life.com
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SESSION 2 PRAYERS
OPENING PRAYER Trisagion (Thrice Holy)
In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to You our God, glory to You!

Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, present in all places and filling all things, treasury of blessings and Giver of life, come and abide in us. Cleanse us from all impurities and save
our souls, gracious Lord.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever to the ages of ages. Amen.
All Holy Trinity have mercy on us. Lord, forgive our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions.
Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your name’s sake. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever, to the ages of ages. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Your is the kingdom, the power and the glory of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord, bless those who praise You and sanctify those who trust in You. Save Your people and bless
Your inheritance. Protect the whole body of Your Church. Sanctify those who love the beauty of
Your house. Glorify them in return by Your divine power, and do not forsake us who hope in You.
Grant peace to Your world, to Your churches, to the clergy, to those in public service, to the armed
forces, and to all Your people. For every good and perfect gift is from above, coming from You, the
Father of lights. To You we give glory, thanksgiving, and worship, to the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
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