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by Fr. Jason Roll

The artist Jack Johnson sings a great
song titled “We Are Going to Be Friends.”
It captures all too well the feeling of September and all that it brings. It begins:
“Fall is here, hear the yell
Back to school, ring the bell
Brand new shoes, walking blues
Climb the fence, books and pens
I can tell that we are going to be friends
Yes, I can tell that we are going to be
friends.”
Have you purchased your new shoes
for school, new clothes, new backpack
and school supplies? If we are beyond

‘We are going to be friends’
the years of elementary school it’s not
hard to imagine the feeling of fall that Jack
Johnson is describing here.
The weather begins to change, the
days slowly begin to end earlier, and
homework and school projects begin to
take over. Some of you may have moved
into a dorm ready to embark on your college experience. Some may be working on
your resume or beginning a new career.
We may be wondering if there will be new
students joining our class. Perhaps you
have met a new and wonderful friend.

I’ve spent the past few weeks moving
from California to New York as I begin a
new job. With the blessing of Archbishop
Demetrios, I have been appointed as your
new National Director of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries and have been working
hard to outline a plan for the future of
the department.
The Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries has a goal: To strengthen
the relationship between God and the
Greek Orthodox youth through supportive Christ-centered resources aimed to

What’s on TV? ‘The American Bible Challenge’
When you think of “game shows,”
what shows come to your mind? There
are the classic game shows like Wheel of
Fortune and Jeopardy. There are also the
modern-day “reality show” competitions,
like Survivor and American Idol, which
have taken over primetime TV spots. But
on the Game Show Network (GSN), there
is a new… and unique show that has a
greater purpose!
GSN just launched a new competition
called “The American Bible Challenge.”
On the show, hosted by famous comedian
Jeff Foxworthy, teams vie for a chance to
win money for their charity or cause by
answering quiz questions about the Bible.
The charities range in purpose/mission:
children’s hospitals, to “Locks of Love”
organizations, food pantries, disaster relief, and even to organizations that fight
to stop human trafficking.

The show has drawn an extraordinary
amount of support, but has also drawn
some criticism. Many sources in print
and online praise the show for offering
good, positive, and “family-friendly” entertainment to television. Apparently, the
public also really is interested in this new

concept.
In fact, the numbers don’t lie. In
a press release by GSN, the premiere
episode of “American Bible Challenge”
brought in 2.3 million total viewers for
the night — the largest in the network’s
17-year history.
But not all of the reviews are positive… Some critics feel the show is just
commercializing the Holy Scriptures.
Even though the participants are playing
for charity, they believe the show does
very little to promote the Christian faith.
Instead, critics lament that the show just
waters down the Bible into another resource for trivia.
Either way, it is hard to deny that
this televised competition offers such a
refreshing change from the cut-throat,
thrill-seeking, materialistic competitions
on television now. The “American Bible

OCF Spearheads College Student Sunday

The 2012–13
Planner Is Now
Available
Use The Planner to keep track of
all your schedules. Keep a daily focus
on Christ with Scriptural readings, fast
days, prayers, saints of the day, and inspiration from the Fathers. The Planner
follows the Ecclesiastical (church) year
beginning in September and ending
in August. Pick up your copy today at
Orthodox Marketplace (www.orthodoxmarketplace.com) OR download
the digital version of The Planner at
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/planner.

Orthodox Christian students have
settled in on college campuses throughout the U.S. and the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship is in high gear, organizing
resources and programs to help students
stay connected to Christ and His Church.
On Sept. 16, parishes across North
America observed College Student Sunday
and recognized college students in their
communities.
OCF’s mission is to support fellowships on college campuses, where members experience and witness the Orthodox
Christian Church through community
life, prayer, service to others and study
of the Faith.
Through events such as College Student Sunday, this mission to reach out
and connect with students can become a
mission of every parish as a way to become
involved and support this effort.
Through OCF and its many leaders,
clergy, student advisors, supporters and
volunteers, young people are not only
staying connected to the Church, but
their faith and commitment to Christ is
deepened and strengthened.
From www.ocf.net, “OCF is delighted
to share with you evidence of this bounty,
which confirms that OCF students are
making their way from college to parishes
and contributing in tangible ways. A recent
survey of students and alumni found that
94 percent of the OCF alumni respondents
described themselves as ‘active’ and ‘in-

volved’ in their parishes.
Amazingly, close to 100 percent of
the graduates attend liturgy regularly and
over 70 percent receive confession, make
regular financial contributions and volunteer in parish ministries.
Additionally, 90 percent of students
agree that they have a deeper spiritual
and prayerful life as a result of their OCF
experience. Through OCF, students continue to come together as the body of
Christ, maturing as adults and as Orthodox
Christians making the church their own.”
For more information and resources
regarding College Student Sunday and
how parishes can get involved, visit this
link: www.ocf.net/wikis/programs/collegestudent-sunday.aspx. Visit www.ocf.net for
more information, including a list of chapters, resources, and a calendar of events.

sustain youth leaders as well as Orthodox
individuals.
What does this mean for you? In the
coming months, you will see the development of an online and live resource center
for Orthodox youth, young adults, parish
youth leaders and parents.
This robust new website will allow
you to access information and materials
relevant to your lives in the church and
contemporary moral issues that we face
everyday.
The new website is just a small sample
of what’s to come. I hope that you will
take this journey of change with the
Department of Youth and Young Adult
Ministries. As we start a new academic and
ecclesiastical year, a new career or new job
I hope that you will look to the department as a new friend in your life. I hope
you will look to us to listen to your needs
and to provide for you the tools necessary
to aid you in your spiritual journey.
Fr. Roll is national director of the
Archdiocese Department of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries and was formerly
the assistant priest at St. Nicholas in Northridge, Calif. Fr. Jason has more than 20
years of camp and youth ministry experience including serving as Ionian Village
director from 2009-11.
Challenge” offers a different message…
Through knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, people are raising money for the
charities and the organizations they believe in. This show reminds us that it is
more important to help OTHERS rather
than winning cash or prizes for ourselves.
For more information about “The
American Bible Challenge” game show,
visit their official website: http://gsntv.
com/shows/the-american-bible-challenge/

FOR PARENTS
AND
YOUTH WORKERS
• NEW RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE!
There are Bible studies, new topics for
the Orthodox Teen Survival Guides,
a new edition to the Orthodox Youth
Bible, even a new website for youth
workers to find resources! For more
information, visit THE WELLSPRING!
www.youthworker.goarch.org.
• Are you on FACEBOOK? If you are a
member of Facebook, you can visit us
on our GOYA and Young Adult Ministries fan pages! These fan pages have
information about GOYA and Young
Adult Ministries events from throughout the Archdiocese. Also, fans are
connecting and talking about different
issues regarding faith and life! Just
search for GOYA – Greek Orthodox
Youth of America or Greek Orthodox
National Young Adult Ministries and
BECOME A FAN TODAY!
• Don’t forget to sign up for the YOUTH
WORKER PULSE! This is the weekly
listserv of the Department of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries. Subscribers will receive valuable tips, tools, and
resources for creating a successful and
transformative youth ministry experience. Sign up today at www.youth.
goarch.org.

