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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

To gain a conpl ete understandi ng of Stewardship we nmust first

look at the book of Genesis. These three truths are
reveal ed:
1. God created man from the dust of the earth and
breathed life into him
2. God created woman fromthe rib of man
3. God created the world we live in; the air, the
seas, the sky and all living things
Thus, we realize that God is the source of all life.

The first aspect of Stewardship then, is the realization that
our lives belong to God. My life and your life are not really
our own; they belong to CGod.

Once this realization is nmade we nust act. W nust give back
to God what is really Hs - our lives.

The sacrificial systemof the Ad Testanent, the offering of
different animals in the Tenple, is in fact a "giving back"
to God. Man acknow edges God as Creator and then returns to
Hmin gratitude and love what is Hs in the first place.

W see the sane "giving back" attitude reflected in the
Divine Liturgy. As the priest raises the host he says the
followng words: "OF thine owm gifts we offer to Thee. . .~
W offer to God the Eucharistic Gfts realizing that they are
not ours but Hs. W are “giving back” to God.

However, the nobst inportant giving back is an individual and
personal one. W nust give ourselves back to God. This is
done in gratitude as we acknow edge H m as the source of our
lives.

This “giving back” of ourselves is made reference to in
Scripture by the Apostle Paul as he exhorts us to “present
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to CGod,
whi ch is your reasonable worship”. (Romans 12:1) This sane
principle is alluded to in each Liturgy as we pray to “conm t
ourselves, one another, and our whole lives to Christ our
God” .

Stewardship is a transferal of ownership. Just as we have
seen a restaurant cone under "new managenent", we too, nmnust

bring our lives under “new nmanagenent”, the managenent of
Cod. “New managenent” neans a new way of doing things -
Cod’ s way. “New managenent” neans a transformation takes
place - God s transformation. “New managenent” neans a new

attitude, God s attitude.

Let us be nore specific now and see what areas of our lives
shoul d be "given back"” and cone under "new managenent"”.



1. TALENTS - Each of us has been endowed with natural
abilities. These abilities can be physical, social
or intellectual. Besides these natural abilities,
we have also been endowed wth spiritual gifts
which we received from the Holy Spirit at our
Baptism Al of our natural abilities and spiritual
gifts nust be given back to God and brought under
"new managenent . "

2. TIME - The reality of time began with God at the
poi nt of creation. Thus, we can say that tine cones
from God and belongs to God. W mght then ask
oursel ves, "How nuch tinme should we give to God?"
The answer is very sinple. Al tine belongs to God.

e nmust al ways see our sel ves as CGod' s
representatives. This includes all of life's
activities, whether we are shopping, playing,
working, driving or walking. Qur Christian life

nmust be nore than a weekly Liturgy or an occasi onal
neeting. W nust strive to cultivate a Christ-
consci ousness that perneates our entire life. CQur
time nmust be "given back"™ to God and come under
"new managenent ".

3. FINANCES - Again we nust realize that all cones
from God. Whatever our occupation is, it involves
interaction with resources that God has provided.
The health that we have, which allows us to work,
comes from God. W might then ask oursel ves anot her
guestion. "How rmuch of our finances should we give
to God?" This question was addressed by our Lord in
H s encounter with the rich young ruler. Jesus told
him "Sell all that you have and give it to the
poor. " The message here is that the Christian
shoul d be possessionl ess. Yes, we nust, and do have
many things, but we nust realize that we are only
guardi ans of these possessions.

Qur finances nust be given back to God and cone under "new
managenent”. Bringing our finances under "new nmanagenent
includes the privilege of giving to our Church. Wth our
gi ving, we support the local and National Mnistries of our
Ar chdi ocese.

Let us renenber these things:

1. Life conmes from God and should be given back to
God.
2. Qur time, talents and finances nust come under "new
managenent” - God's managenent.
As we give ourselves to God, the result will be simlar to

what happens in the Eucharist. W offer bread and w ne and
the Lord consecrates and bl esses these gifts. The sane wll
happen in our lives. As we offer ourselves, the Lord wll
bl ess and consecrate our |ives.



Rev. John Kal oudi s
San Antoni o, TX



CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

Tithe, coming from"tenths", is the offering of the faithful
for the support of the clergy and the organization of the
Church. Oiginally, it neant one tenth of one's incone.
Tithes were obligatory of the Jews of the A d Testanent for
the support of the priesthood and the Tenple. They usually
consi sted of grains or aninals.

Al t hough the words "'tithe" and "tithing" frequently appear
in the New Testanent, they are predom nantly used to denote
the AOd Testanent practice of the Israelites. The New
Testament does not explicitly pronmbte or encourage tithing
per se, that is, the offering of one tenth of one's incone to
t he Church.

| nst ead, the New Testanent pronotes the concept of
"proportionate giving", which may even exceed the ten percent
limtation denoted by the word “tithe”. A glinpse at two New
Test anent passages will attest to this.

Regul ar and proportionate giving is enphasized by St. Paul in
| Corinthians 16:2 whereby “on the first day of every week,
each of you is to put aside and store it up, as he nay
prosper. . .”7; St. Luke relates to us the incident during
whi ch a poor wi dow offered two mtes, “all the living that
she had”, an offering which far exceeded the gifts of the
rich nmen because she cast in all that she possessed, not
nerely the “required” one tenth. (Luke 1:1-4)

On the basis of this precept of "proportionate giving" our
Orthodox Church, in recent years, has adopted the principle
conmmonly referred to as Christian Stewardship. Christian
Stewardship refers to an attitude, our attitude toward
ourselves and our world. It has to do with all that we are

and have. Most basically, the understanding of life to
mankind and holds man responsible for the wuse of His
creation. This is precisely what is nmeant each tinme the

priest recites the words fromthe A d Testanment while pouring
the dirt over the remains of the deceased during the funeral
service: The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof;
the world and all that dwell therein. You are dust and to
dust you will return.”

Christian Stewardship requires that:

1. We recogni ze ourselves and our world as belonging
to Cod.

2. W affirmall life, possessions, talents, gifts -
both actual and potential - are entrusted to us for
our lifetine use and nanagenent. (Genesis 1:26-28)

3. We acknowl edge that we are not only responsible,

but also accountable for how we exercise this
St ewardshi p. (Ml achi 3:7-11)



4. We share a portion of God’s gifts to us with the
rest of H's creation, out of gratitude for H's
first loving us. (Il Corinthians 9:7)

Having digested the full neaning of Christian Stewardship,

two or poi nt's become  significant. First, Christian
Stewardship is no longer Ilimted to just current and
accunul ated nonies and properties as applied by the dd
Testanent. It also connotes the proper and proportionate use

of our tinme and talents. Everything we have is given to us by
God. A Christian Steward serves God out of |ove and gratitude
these gifts knowng that it is not how nuch we have, but what
we do with what we have that is inportant.

This leads us to the second observation. If we truly
understand the principle of Christian Stewardship, we would
never again pose the questions to our |ocal parish priest or
Parish Council: "How much do | have to give to becone a
menber of this parish?" "Wat are your parish dues?”

Instead, we wll begin to abide by Scriptural direction,
settling to give our “first fruits”, offering God the first
portion not the leftovers”. Wen we understand fully that
our whole life is a partnership with God, we wll realize
that we cannot “give” anything to God but we can “fulfill”
CGod by using our gifts wisely and sharing with others.

No | onger we carelessly snare a bit of our time, talents and
resources and use the bal ance without regard for the needs of
ot hers. The question will no | onger be about ten percent, but
about one hundred percent. To discover those things nost
earnestly believed in, we need to | ook at how we expend our
resour ces.

For our Lord said, "Where your treasure is, there will your
heart also". For the Christian, the practice of Christian
Stewardship is in reality an autobiographical statenment of
faith,

M chael Makridis
St. Mark Church
Rat on, Fl orida



STEWARDSHIP PASSAGES

NEW TESTAMENT

Upon the first day of the week | et everyone of you lay by him
in store as God has prospered him (I Corinthians 16: 2)

He which sows sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he which
sows bountifully shall reap bountifully. (11 Corinthians 9:6)

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart so |let him
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a
cheerful giver. (Il Corinthians 9:7)

Happy is he who has no reason to judge hinself for what he
approves. (Romans 14:22)

It is nore blessed to give than to receive. (Acts 20: 35)

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also
(Mat t hew 6: 21)

Whoever drinks from the water that | shall give him wll
becone in him a spring of water welling to eternal |life.
(John 4: 14)

Gve to others and God will give to you and you will receive
a full measure, a generous hel ping, poured into your hands -
all that you can hold. One neasure you use for others is the
one God will use for you. (Luke 4:38)

Every good gift and every perfect, gift is from above, and
cometh down fromthe Father of lights with whomthere is no
vari abl eness, neither shadow of turning. (James 1:17)

OLD TESTAMENT

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the bl essing
of the Lord, Your God which He has given you. (Deuteronony
16: 17)

And thou shall keep the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God
with a tribute of a free will offering of thine hand, which
thou shall give onto the Lord thy God, according as the Lord
thy God hath bl essed thee. (Deuteronony 16:10)

Everything in Heaven and Earth is yours . . . Everything is a
gift from you and we have only given back what is yours
already. (I Chronicles 19:11-14)

And is soon as the commandnent canme abroad, the chil dren of
| srael brought in abundance the first fruits of corn, wne



oil and honey and of all the increase of the field; and the
tithe of all things brought they in abundantly. (11
Chronicles 31:5)

G@ve unto the Lord the glory due unto his nane; bring an
offering and cone into Hs courts. Psalm 96:8)

Commit thy works unto the glory due unto his nanme; bring an
offering and cone into Hs courts. Psalm 96: 8)

Conmit thy works unto the Lord and thy thoughts shall be
establ i shed. (Proverbs 16:3)



ROMANS 12: AN EXPOSITION ON STEWARDSHIP

Cel ebration nust be conbined with service.
The rel ati onship between man and God is a two-way street.
Qur great CGod gives; we nust respond to H's gracious gifts.

Qur response is the offering of our lives, the placing of
ourselves at H's disposal, for the acconplishnent of His
pur poses in our world about us.

W are, once we acknowl edge God's |love and accept Hi's
sal vation, under new nanagenent.

This is what worship is all about.
It is not confined to |oud singing or verbal exclamations.

It is turning our hearts, mnds, and bodies over to CGod's
ownership, and dedicating our abilities and gifts to His
servi ce.

W have all received such gifts for this very purpose.

They are not given to us to enhance our beauty or assure our
worldly security, or even to make us nore desirable or
respected anong the people with whomwe |ive and | abor.

They are committed to us in order to be commtted back to God
in and through and by way of service to our fellow man for
CGod' s sake.

This is precisely the way in which our God neets the needs of
our nei ghbor - through us and through these gifts entrusted
to us.

Not all of us have those gifts that enable us to adm nister
or preach or teach or finance inportant projects.

But we ail have specific abilities - |ove, ener gy,
persi stence, patience, sincerity, concern, creativity.

W are to exercise these things upon one another and on
behal f of one anot her.

We are to care for each other even as much as we care for
our sel ves.

We are to allow our God to reach and touch others, even our
very enemes, with Hs care and concern for themthrough us.

(From Epi stl es Now by L. Brandt)



THE GREAT STEWARD OF THE CHURCH

St. John the Alnsgiver was a seventh century Patriarch of
Al exandria. Wit does Patriarch John have to do wth
Stewardshi p? If we | ook nore carefully at his life, we wl|l
see that he was one of the great Stewards of the Church of
Christ. His was the true enbodi nent of giving because of the
many philanthropic prograns he initiated as Patriarch.

Those who knew him spoke of his great conpassion for the
needy. He woul d never think of ignoring a beggar, a prisoner,
or any afflicted person that he net in the street. As often
as he gave, though, he never seened to run out of resources
for the work of the Church. God abundantly blessed him in
every concei vabl e way because of his charity to others. The
followng episodes in the life of St. John the Al nsgiver
all ow us the opportunity to learn fromthis great Steward of
t he Church who taught us about giving.

An indication of the kind of Patriarch that he was to becone
is given to us upon the occasion of his enthronenent to the
Patri archal See of Alexandria. Hs first act as Patriarch was
to sumon the treasurers and financial admnistrators of the
vari ous branches of the Church. He addressed them in the
fol |l owi ng words:

"It is not right, brethren, that we should prefer anyone
over Christ."

The whol e assenbly which had gathered together was deeply
touched by his words and in conplete agreenment with him Then
the holy man conti nued:

"Go, therefore, through the whole city, please, and make
alist of all ny masters down to the last. "

But his listeners could not inagine who his masters coul d be.
I n astoni shnent they asked himto reveal the nanes of those
who were above him in stature. After all, he was the
Patriarch. He opened his nouth and agai n said:

"Those whom you call poor and beggars, these | proclaim
my masters and hel pers. For they, and they only, are
really able to help us and bestow upon us the Ki ngdom of
Heaven.”

Once his comand was carried out wth all speed, he
instructed his private treasurer to set aside a daily sum
sufficient for the needs of these poor; and there were nore
t han seven thousand of them

St. John, we are told, was in the habit of sleeping on the
cheapest of beds and using only very poor coverings in his
room One of the city’ s wealthy |andowners once went into the
Patriarch’s roomand saw that he was only covered with a torn
and worn quilt, so he sent hima new quilt costing thirty-six



nom smata. He urged the Patriarch to cover hinself with the
quilt, renmenbering the one who gave it to himin prayer.

John took and used it for one night because of the giver's
i nsistence, but throughout the night he kept saying to
hinself, “How can | |ie under a blanket costing thirty-six
nom smata while Christ’s brethren are pinched with col d? How
many are there this mnute grinding their teeth because of
the col d? How many have only a rough bl anket half bel ow and
hal f above them so that they cannot stretch out their |egs
but lie shivering, roiled up |ike a ball of thread? How many
have no second garnent either in sunmer or winter and so live

in msery? Mad yet, | who hope to obtain everlasting bliss,
am bei ng kept warm by a bl anket worth thirty-six nom snat a.
Indeed, if | live like this and pass ny life in such ease |
cannot expect to enjoy the good things prepared for us on
high; but |I wll certainly be told, as was the other rich
man:...You in your lifetinmne received good things, and

Lazarus, in |like manner, evil things; but now he is conforted
here and you are in anguish”

“Bl essed be Cod!” | shall not be covered with it another
ni ght . For it is right and proper that one hundred and
forty-four of ny brothers and nasters should be covered
rather than ne, one mserable creature.” For four sinple
bl ankets could be purchased for one nomsma. Early on the
following norning, therefore, he sent it to be sold, but the
man who gave it to himsaw it and bought it for thirty-six
nom smata and agai n brought it to the Patriarch

When the weal thy | andowner saw it put up for sale again the
next day, he bought it once nore and carried it to the
Patriarch and inplored himto use it. When he had done this
for the third time, the Saint said to himjokingly, "Let us
see whether you or | wll give up first!™ For the man was
exceedingly wealthy and the Saint took pleasure in getting
noney out of himfor the sake of the poor. The Patriarch used
to say that if, with the object of giving to the poor, anyone
were able, wthout ill-wll, to strip the right down to
their shirts, he would do no wong, especially if they were
heartl ess skinflints. For in so doing, he would save their
soul s.

One day the Patriarch heard of a generous giver and so he
sent for himprivately and said jokingly, "Howis | that you
becane so generous? WAs it natural for you, or did you have
to force yourself?" The man answered, “lI used to be very
har dhearted and unsynpat hetic and one day | |ost ny noney and
was reduced to poverty. Then ny reason began to say to ne,
“Truly, if you had been generous, God woul d not have forsaken
you.” And imediately | decided to give five coppers a day to
the poor. But when | started giving them Satan imredi ately
checked ne by saying, ‘Those coppers would really have been
enough to buy a bath ticket or vegetables for your famly.’
When | felt at once that | was taking the noney out of ny



children’s nmouths and so | gave nothing. But | noticed that I
was being nmastered by greed, so | said to ny servant, “I want
you to steal five coppers each day without my noticing it,
and give themto charity.’”

"My servant, a worthy fellow, began by stealing ten coppers,

and occasionally even nore. As he noticed that we were being
bl essed, he began to steal |arger suns of noney and give them
awnay. "

"One day | was expressing ny astonishment at God's bl essings
tous! | said to him "Those five coppers, boy, have greatly
benefited us. So now | want to give ten.' At that the servant
said to ne with a smle, "Yes, be thankful for ny thefts

since but for them we should not even have bread to eat
t oday. However, if there can be a just thief, I amhe!" And
he told me that he had given | arger anmounts than the five or
ten coppers. So it was through ny servant's faith that | grew
accustoned to giving with all ny heart.” The holy Patriarch
was nmuch edified by this story.

One last story in the life of St. John has to do with his
practice of giving noney to every poor person that he nmet. A
stranger to the city, one who noticed the renarkabl e synpat hy
of the Holy Patriarch, decided to put himto the test. The
stranger dressed hinself up in old clothes and approached the
Patriarch as he made his rounds of the hospitals. He cane to
John and said, “Have nercy on ne for | ama prisoner of war.”
John said to his purse-bearer, “Gve him six coins.” After
the man had received his noney he | eft, changed his clothes,
met John in the street a second tinme and falling at his feet
sai d. “Have pity on ne for | am in need.” Again the
Patriarch said to his purse-bearer , “Gve himsix coins.” As
the man left, the purse-bearer nudged the Patriarch to |et
him know that it was the same man. This time the Patriarch
responded, “Gve himtwelve coins, for it mght be ny Christ
cone to test ne.”

Qur Church, too, calls upon each of us to becone Stewards

Unli ke the man in disguise, our Church comes openly seeking
support for the worthy work of the Church. If Patriarch John
was doubly generous to the disguised man, thinking that he
m ght be Christ, how generous should we be to the Church
which is the body of Christ?

Rev. John Chakos
Pi ttsburgh, PA



THE STORY OF MARCION

Marcion was a very holy person and a priest in
Constantinople. Anong his many virtues were a disdain for
wor | dly goods and his philanthropy, a rare conbination. Since
he stood aloof from worldly possessions, he never acquired
anything of his own that had value - not even a second set of
cl ot hes. Whenever his friends gave hi msonething, he gave it
imediately to the first poor person that he net in the
street.

The Sunday that his parish of the Holy Resurrection was to be
consecrated, he left early fromhis tiny roomto prepare the
Holy Altar. The Patriarch, together wth other hierarchs,
would liturgize with himthat day. The Enperor, with all of
hi s entourage, was expected as well, at the consecration.

As Marcion arrived at the outside door of the magnificent
Church, one that he, with unrivaled effort helped to build, a
poor man approached him naked and frostbitten fromthe cold.
He was suffering greatly. He hesitantly held out his hand to
ask for charity. Marcion enptied his pockets, but as usual he
had no noney to give. Neverthel ess, he had to give sonething
to the man, yes, sonething of value. The shivering nakedness
of the man tore at Marcion's heart. The kind-hearted priest
made a decision. He was going to give him his only set of
cl othes. Although he did not have another set of clothes to
wear, this did not bother him Since he was going to
celebrate the Liturgy in his vestnents, he gave his clothes
to the poor nman. The poor nman's nmouth hung from so nuch
goodness.

In the neantine, the Patriarch and the other clergy arrived
and the Liturgy began. But sonething very strange took pl ace
that day. Al eyes, including those of the Enperor, down to
the | ast nmenber of the faithful, were fixed on Marcion. The
sanme occurred with the clergy frominside the altar. |ndeed,
two of the clergy began to murnur with criticism "Were did
he find those ornate gold vestnent? He never had noney, or so
it appeared.” “Are you joking . . . this is hypocrisy. Look,
ny brother, he is adorned with dianonds. Wat a scandal!”

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, Marcion cane out to give
Hol y Commruni on. An astoni shed murnur was heard on everyone’s
lips. The church glistened from the brightness of his
vestnents. One of the senior priests angrily approached the
Patriarch, saying, “Your Holiness should say sonmething to
straighten out this insignificant priest. H's vestnents are
t hose of a king.”

The venerable and aged Patriarch becanme dismayed with the
statenents of his priests. He, too, was perplexed by the
ri chness of he vestnments worn by Marcion for t he
consecration. He knew himtoo well, though, to characterize



him as vain. Therefore, he decided to talk to Murcion. As
soon as the service ended, just before the two had renoved
their vestnents, he called Marion to his side.

"Where did you find these vestnents, Marcion?" he asked in an
austere tone of voice. "Sonmeone would think that you were
conpeting with the Enperor for elegance. A priest has to be
nmodest in his appearance, so that he will not scandalize the
peopl e especially the poorer classes.”

Mar ci on took a quick glance at his poor |linen vestnents, the
only set he had. Then, he looked with perplexity at the
Patri arch.

"Whi ch vestnments are you tal ki ng about, Your Holiness? If you
are tal king about the ones that I am wearing, they are the
same ones you gave ne when | was ordained a priest twenty-
five years ago."

The Patriarch was stunned. He knew that Marcion could not
have changed vestnents before his very eyes. "And what about
this?" the Patriarch asked, taking hold of Marcion's cape.
Then he noticed that Mircian had no clothes wunder his
vestnments. Furthernore, the vestnents that caused so nuch
commotion and anmazenent were none other than the ones that
the Patriarch had given himtwenty-five years ago; the ones
in which he had seen Marcion liturgizing for so many years.

"Who took your clothes, Mrcion?" the Patriarch asked wth
amazenent. This worthy priest of Mst Hgh took the Holy
Bible fromthe altar and showed it to the Patriarch. "This
has stripped ne, Holy Master,"” Marcion said to the Patriarch.
Overwhel med by all of this, the aged Patriarch hugged Marcion
and kissed him paternally, saying, "Ch, if only all ny
priests would imtate you, my child, we would not have need
of preachers in the Church. Their radiant exanple would do
t he preaching for them

Church history is replete with such stirring accounts of
heroi c generosity. Such was the effect of the "Good News" on
countl ess nen and wonen of the Church. The Gospel contains a
very special nessage of CGod's love and philanthropy toward
the world. He extended Honself to wus in an act of
unparal | el ed kindness. Because of this "Good News” - which
tells us about the saving work of Jesus Christ on our behalf,
we, too, are notivated to give in a reciprocal spirit of |ove
and generosity.

Rev. John Chakcs
Pi ttsburgh, PA



