Children’s Stewardship Sermon “Jesus feeds the 5000”


Our Orthodox Church has a special service of the Artoclasia, in which we offer five loaves of bread to be blessed and given to each of us.  (if possible, show them the bread, wine, oil and wheat from the service). We share with each other the blessings from God.  Did you know that a long time ago because a young boy shared his food a great miracle occurred? It is a story that comes from the Gospel of Matthew. 


One day Jesus was preaching to great crowd of people, and the people got tired and began to get hungry, and there was over five thousand people.  Have any of you seen five thousand people together at one time?  Jesus told the people to sit down and rest, some of the Apostles wanted the people to go home and get their own food, others wanted to go out buy some food to give the people.  But one boy came up and gave all that he had, five loaves of bread and two fish.  He shared what he had with Jesus.  Jesus then performed a great miracle.  He blessed the five loaves and the two fish and they started passing the baskets of food around.  Everyone ate and ate until they were full and the food multiplied from a small amount to feed over five thousand people.  This was all possible because someone shared what they had.  This is what being a good Christian is about, sharing what we have with others.  Another word for this is stewardship.   Stewardship means giving back to God a little bit of the many gifts he gives us all the time, it means sharing our time, talents and treasure with others.

What are some ways we can share with others?  I will tell you a story of a mother who taught her son an easy way to give back to the Church and be good stewards.  Everyone here likes to get money as a gift on their birthday, or from their allowance.  There was a boy who would ask his mother for her spare change after leaving the grocery store.  He ended up having three quarters and also two dimes and a nickel.  His mother had taught him to always save some of the money he was given in his piggy bank. He put in one of his dimes and the nickel, the three quarters he was able to spend and buy some candy. Then he had a dime left over.  His mother had taught him to also save some of his money to give back to the Church.  So he had his dime which was left over to place in the tray to support the church.  It is not how much we give that matters, it is how much out of what we are given are we willing to share and give back to Christ.  This is what is true stewardship.  We thank our Lord for giving us service of the Artoclasia by example of your miracle in blessing the five loaves and multiplying them to feed the five thousand.  We ask God to also multiply our own gifts that we are willing to give as you blessed the loaves.  To you do we give praise, honor and glory to the ages of ages. Amen.
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