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Thus the icon is also a
thcologg, a theologg 13 co!or,
expressing the exPerience of
(qod with lines and Paints
rather than with discursive
]anguage. The goal of the
icon and that of written
tlﬁeologg are the same — to
lead others to the mgstical
experience of (God. The
Icon artistica”g Aepicts the
exl:)erience so that others
may aPProacl‘: the mgsterg
and be invited to share in it.

Anton Vrame, [ he Ec/ucaﬁqg/con



All this took Place to fulfill what the | ord had spokcn
59 the Prophctz “Behold, a vVirgin sha”fonceive and

bear a son, and his name shall be called [ mmanuel”....
The Frophecg of |saiah in T he (Christmas [~ othinon ~ Matthew 1:22



~ The Froplﬁets ~

n. | - ” 2 Jeremiah:ﬁyr;labakkuk1
\/\/l‘:at Is a FFOP}TCJC?

The Frophets of the Old | estament were individuals chosen bg
God to tell People about the 5alvation that was to come through

Jesus (Christ.

Frophets not onlg told about events to come, but also delivered

the message of (God and [His will to the Feople.



The Frol:)het Micah

T he Frophct Micah lived in Ju&ah
from 750 to 687 B .

He Frophesied that the Messiah
would be born in in the
Citg of Pethlehem.

~ the location of the Nativitg icon scene~

”But you, Beth]ehem E_Phrathah, though you are small among the
clans o{:)u&ah, out oFgou will come for me one who will be ruler over

lsrael, whose origins are from of olcl, from ancient times.”
Micalﬁ 5:2



T he Frophet Jeremiah

T he Frophet Jeremiah lived from

650 to 587 P . e foretold that
the Messiah would a descendant of

King David.

~ the &ePiction OFJOSCP}‘: in the Na’civitg icon ~
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”The clags are coming," declares the I ORD, when | will
raise up to David a righteous Pranch, a King who will reign
wise]g and do what isjust and rigﬁt in the land. In his dags
Juclah will be saved and |srael will live in sancety. T his is the

name 59 which he will be called: The I ORD Our
Kighteousness.

Jeremialﬁ 2%:5-—6




“ Joseph went up from (Galilee,
out of the citg O Nazareth, into

Judea, unto the cit9 of David,
which is called Pethlehem;
(because he was of the house
and lineage of David) to be
taxed with Mary his esPoused
wife, being great with child” -
Luke Z:4"~§

\/erilg, Joseph the betrothed, saw clear19 in his old age that the
Foresagings of the Frop%ets had been fulfilled openlg; for he was
given a strange earnest, receiving inspiration from the angels, who

cried, Glorg to (od; for he hath bestowed SISEICRely earth.
(Troparion>



Matthcw | Thc Gcncalogg oFJcsus Christ

The book of the gencalogg of Jésus Christ) the Son of David, the 501’3
of A}Draham: A}Draham begot lsaac, lsaac begot Jacob, and Jaco}) begot Juc!ah
and his brothers. Juclah begot Ferez and Zerah 59 Tamar, Ferez bcgot f“lczron,
and r“lezron }Degot Ram. Ram begot Amminaciab, Amminadab begot NahshonJ and
Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz 59 Rahab, Boaz begot Obed 59
Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jessc begot David the king.

David the king begot Solomon bg her who had been the wife of (Jriah.
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam bego’c Abﬁal‘l) and Abyah begot Asa. Asa
begot Jehoshapl‘nat) Je}woshaphat begot Joram, and Joram bego’c UZziaH (/lzziah
bcgot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz bcgot [Hezekiah. Hezekiah bcgot

Manasssh) Manassch }chot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot
Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babglon.

And after thég were brought to Babglon, Jeconiah begot Shcaltie], and
5healtiel })egot / erubbabel. /erubbabel }Degot Abiud, Abiud begot I~ liakim, and
I~ liakim bcgot Azor. Azor begot / adok, /adok begot Achim, and Achim begot
I~ liud. T liud begot I leazar, [ leazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob.
Anc! Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Marg, of whom was born Jesus who is
called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations,
from David until the caPtivitg n Babglon are fourteen generations, and from the
captivitg n Babylon until the (Christ are fourteen generations.



“I Do not be aFraicl, Marg, for you
have found favor with (God. And

beholc}, you will conceive in your

womb and bring forth a Son, and
shall call [His name JESUS
He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Highcst; and the
Lor& (od will give Him the
throne of [is father David. And
He will reign over the house of

Jacob ﬁorever, and of [Tis
king&om there will be no end.”

| uke 1:30-33



The Frophet Moses
The Olcj Testament Book of

Numbers is Attributeé to the
Frophet Moses and details the

joumeg of the lsraelites to the

Fromiseé | and.

~ A Star Will Come out of Bethlehem ~

Numbers 2417

Fhi]ip found Nathaniel and said to
him, “We have found him of whom
Moses in the law and also the
Prophets wrote, Jcsus of Nazareth,
the son O]CJOSCPl‘I.”

Jo!'m 145




« A\ ]ong ray from the star Points
direct]g to the cave. This ray
connects the star with a part of
the sphere which goes begond
the limits of the icon — a sgmbolic
representation of the heaven]g
world. |n this WED the icon shows
that the staris not onlg a cosmic
Phenomenon, but also a
messenger from the world on
high, bringing tidings of the birth
of ‘the heavenlg One upon
carth’”

Ouspenskg & Losskg, 7 he Mcan/ng of Jcons




T he Frophet David
King David was a Frolphet and

wrote many of the Fsa ms which
;.\ 5‘,* thc e I we find in the Old T estament,

b bonsuix 8 and read during most of our
worship services. [Te Prophesiec}
that Foreign kings would brirxg gifts

& | - stk to the Messiah
i .-E: ~ K ings o istant | ands VWi S
?ﬁm v/ i Kings of Distant | _ands Will C

1 7

]ﬂ the adoration of the wise men the Church testifies that it accepts and sanctifies
all human science leacling towards it, Providcd that the relative ]ight of the extra-
(hristian revelation brings those who serve it to the worshi!:) of the absolute light. It
should be noted that the wise men are represented as Being of different ages, which
emphasizes the fact that revelation is given to men independentlg of their years and

Fsa]m 72:10

worlcﬂg CXPCFiCﬂCC. Ouspcnskg & Losskg, 7_/7@ Mcam’ngof/cons



T he Frophet |saiah

Thc Frophet lsaiah is  often
referred to as the fifth evangelist

because so many of his Prophesies
sertain to  the coming of the

\Messiah. [Je foretold that the
\essiah would be born of a virgin.

PN virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
theg shall call his name Emmanuel.”

|saiah 7:14

She is the highest t}wanksgiving to (God, which man, from among all created beings,
brings to the Creator. By this o{:lcering in the person of the Mother of (Hod, fallen
mankind gives assent to its salvation through the [ncarnation of (God. The icon of
the Nativitg graphica”g underlines this role of the Mother of (God, singling her out
from among, the otherlcigures }39 Her central Position and at times bg Her size.

Ouspensky & Losskg, 7 he Mcaning of Jcons



|saiah 9:6

“I"or unto uszac:hﬂéisfjorn,éjnto us a
Son is given; And the government will
be Slefely His shoulder. Ancl His name will
be called VVonAc%ﬁL(ZOUHSGEW3NMgth
(10d, Eiyeﬂasﬁng;f:atheg Prince of

Feace.”




Discussion

NATIVITY OF ITTITe OUR LORD




Additional insight into the |con of the Nativitg

Iy oF T ONR LORD
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The stars on Marg’s garment
denote her virginity before, cluring
and after the Nativitg.

The cxpression on her face is calm,
gentle, meditative, showing that she gave
birth to the chid in a supcmatural

manner, free of all Pain.

Constantinc Cavamos Gu/c/c to Bﬂzantfnc /Conograloll)ﬂ



|saiah’s Frophccg of the Animals:

“The ox knows his master, and
the clonkeg his master’s crib; but
]sracl does not know me, and the
Pcop]c have n]ot icgarclcci me.”

saiah 1:%

Iy oF T ONR LORD

Bg the presence of the animals, the
icon reminds us of ]saiah’s Prophecg
and calls us to the knowle&ge and
un&erstanc}ing of the mystery of the
Divine Dispensation.

Quspensky & | ossky, 7 he Meaning of Jcons




The Manger
foreshadows the Tomf:x

Cave, MERECT swadc”ing clothes — are
indications of the kenosis of the

Go&heacl, His abascment, the utter
humility of [im who, invisible in [Tis
nature, becomes visible in the flesh for
man’s sake, is born in a cave, is wrap ed in
swaddling clothc—:s, thus foresha owing
Iis death and burial, the sePulcher and
the burial clothes.

Ouspcmskg & Losskg, 7—/7@ Mcanfng of Jcons
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h bg Satan

7

fhe i roubling OFJOSCP

Iy oF T ONR LORD

“.on the basis of tradition, the
icon transmits the meaning of
certamn ]iturgica] texts which speak
of the doubts of Joseph and the
troubled state of his soul.”

Ouspensky & |_osky, The Meaning of feons




Put Marg treasured up all these things

and Pondere& them in her heart.
| uke 2:19



5uggestecl Rcading

[ he Meaning of [cons, by |_eonid Ouspensky and Vladimir | ossky
Guide to PByzantine [conography, by (onstantine (_avarnos

[ he [~ ducating Jcon, by Anton C. Vrame

[ he Festal Menaion, translated by Mother Mary and K allistos \WWare

Expcrfcncfng the [east Days of the [ estal Menaion in (ireece,
bg Marg Winterer~FaPatassos



__ AT oF TS QUR LORD

Tl‘:e traditional Orthodox icon of the Nativitg tells us what
the Pible tells us, and does so in a very clear, vivid, effective

mannecr, !33 means Olc Forms anc! COlOFS.

Consta ntine Cavarnos Gu/c/c‘ to Bﬂzantfne /Conogra/o/y



	~ The Prophets ~

