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The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, with its headquarters located in the City of New York, is an Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, The mission of the Archdiocese is to proclaim the Gospel of Christ, to teach and spread the Orthodox Christian faith, to energize, cultivate, and guide the life of the Church in the United States of America according to the Orthodox Christian faith and tradition.
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The Orthodox Observer places the Church in the context of the current world we live in through a diverse and informative experience — offering participants meaningful exchange with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, her ministries, and affiliates. The experience provides the faithful significant content to listen to, watch, and read; in order to lead, grow, and inspire.
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His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros (Lambriniadis) of America was born in 1967 in Bakirköy, Istanbul.
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What is Orthodox Christianity?
The Orthodox Christian Faith proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Apostles, and the tradition and life of the living Church worldwide through worship, communion, witness, and service.
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The Archdiocese responds to the spiritual needs of the Greek Orthodox Christian Faithful through National Ministries, providing programs and services to your local parishes, Metropolises, and you. We invite you to prayerfully consider sharing the resources given to you by God with a donation to the Archdiocese. Your support helps us further the vital ministry work.
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Connect With Us

     

About Us

The Center for Family Care nurtures and empowers stewards who, at the forefront of ministry within the home and parish family, navigate the joys and challenges of life.  Grounded in prayer and through multifaceted resources, trainings, and collaboration with the ministries of the Archdiocese and metropolises, we foster the building up of the Body of Christ.

Overview & Mission »

In an effort to fulfill this mission the vision of the Center for Family Care is to:

	The Center for Family Care will nurture and promote collaboration with others to more fully serve the Body of Christ.
	The Center for Family Care will expand its exposure and presence, raising greater awareness of its ministry.
	The Center for Family Care will share and develop programs and resources that enhance family life.
	The Center for Family Care will equip others for ministry through training and education.


Commonly understood, family is generally constituted by parents and their children who are brought together by Divine grace to form a household. It must also be affirmed that, as the Body of Christ, the Church definitively establishes a broader dimension of family—one established through the baptism that unites its members. We are all one family and relatives in Christ! Sound family ministry is, in reality, a systematic ethos of how a parish approaches ministry. It is people-centered and not program-centered.

Ministering to families is, at times, difficult because it is a reflection of life’s pervasive challenges. These inherent difficulties are to be acknowledged and, in a sense, embraced as opportunities for healing and reconciliation. The concerns and struggles of our families (emotional, physical, and spiritual) are, likewise, shared by the Church. Family ministry creates an infrastructure within the parish that facilitates its parishioners’ most critical needs—directly or through referral. It is not the goal of family ministry to create ‘perfect’ families; rather, it is to promote church communities whose members are welcomed with unconditional love, support, and fellowship for the purpose of their spiritual growth and salvation—to foster an environment where our people look to the Church as the place of restoration.

Past and Present

In his keynote address at the 2002 Clergy-Laity Congress in Los Angeles, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios presented a bold initiative for the Greek Orthodox Church of America. He announced that the Church would begin an intense effort of focusing on the needs of families. Through generous financial grants from Leadership 100, the Center for Family Care has developed printed and online resources, conducted retreats and seminars, and worked to create an infrastructure for family ministry in the Archdiocese. In 2011, a Clergy and Seminarian Couple Care ministry was launched and continues to steadily grow with increased participation and the development of new resources. Since its inception, this ministry has sought to create a vision and action plan for an intentional and self-sustaining network of love, support, and care for clergy and seminarian couples of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. The objective is to offer tools and resources for healthy, holistic personal and relational well-being.

In September of 2016, the Center for Family Care welcomed Fr. Alexander Goussetis, DMin as the full time director. Fr. Goussetis will work full time with Fr. Constantine Sitaras and the entire Center for Family Care team to continue to build this ministry for the faithful of our Archdiocese.

[Add blurb about this study] The Orthodox Family in America at Home and in Church
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Fully Human Podcast Blessed Kevin a Fool for Christ - Part 2

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

February 16, 2024


What would our lives look like if we embraced our bodily limitations and understood that they could be offerings to the Lord? Dr. Aaron Haney and Brian Whirledge continue their conversation with Pres. Melanie on such a life - that of their friend Kevin McCarty.


Read More 
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Fully Human Podcast "Blessed Kevin a Fool for Christ - Part I"

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

February 9, 2024


Dr. Aaron Haney and Brian Whirledge share reflections on their relationship with Kevin McCarty of blessed memory. Kevin spent most of his life battling cancer which resulted in losing one eye in infancy and the other in his final years. Despite his limited physical vision, Kevin was a gifted artist.

 


Read More 
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GOA Center for Family Care Hosts Peer Group Facilitators Retreat

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

February 5, 2024


Fifteen Clergy and Clergy Wives Peer Group Facilitators from across the country came together last week for a 3-day retreat at St. Stephen’s Retreat Center in Titusville, Florida.


Read More 
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The GOA Center for Family Care Introduces a New Podcast on Ancient Faith Radio: From Our Homes to Yours

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

January 26, 2024


We are very excited to announce the launch of our newest podcast, "From Our Homes to Yours" on Ancient Faith Radio featuring our entire team at the Center for Family Care. 


Read More 
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GOA Center for Family Care Launches Small Group Guide, "Investing in Your Marriage"

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

January 17, 2024


This series is intended for small-group marriage ministry. It consists of six short clips taken from the webinar “Investing in Your Marriage,” featuring Dr. Ary Christofidis, a licensed clinical psychologist and director of the Orthodox Christian Counseling Institute in Chicago.


Read More 
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Mothballs and Memories

Adults

January 8, 2024


What does the phrase “eternal memory” mean really, for us mere mortals? This question begs at me much now that I am in my sixth decade of life and have witnessed so many lovely souls pass on to the next life. My sweet grandmother passed away on Theophany 5 years ago. She is in my thoughts at times, but I must admit not at all times - thus her memory is certainly not eternally in my small mind. There are moments when my heart throbs with ache for her embrace. There are also many moments when I mostly, admittedly, forget about her.


Read More 
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Fully Human "Acquire the Spirit of Peace and a thousand souls around you will be saved" St. Seraphim of Sarov

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

January 4, 2024



Read More 
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Fully Human Podcast "The Word Became Flesh So We Might Become Little Christs"

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

December 19, 2023


Presvytera Melanie DiStefano shares a reflection on Chapter 1 of the Gospel of John, as it related to the Nativity Season, Caregiving, and learning to serve Christ in every person we encounter. 


Read More 
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Join the Center for Family Care’s webinar “Caregiver, Love Thyself: The Importance of Self-Care through the Holiday Season"

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

November 27, 2023


On Monday, December 4, 2023 at 1pm EST, join the Center for Family Care’s webinar “Caregiver, Love Thyself: The Importance of Self-Care through the Holiday Season.”


Read More 
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Potholes on the Way to Bethlehem: Navigating the Stress of the Nativity Season

(2019 - ) Archbishop Elpidophoros

October 25, 2023


The Center for Family Care introduces a new resource for parishes and families in time for the Advent & Nativity season!


Read More 


 

































 









Contact Information

Tel.: (646) 519-6695 

Email: [email protected]

Web: family.goarch.org
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Clergy Couple Care
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Rev. Protopresbyter Alexander Goussetis, DMin

Director, Center for Family Care
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Rev. Protopresbyter Constantine L. Sitaras

Administrator, Lilly Endowment Clergy Financial Literacy Program
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Roseanne Roberts

Administrative Assistant, Lilly Endowment Clergy Family Initiative
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Presvytera Kerry Pappas, MA LMFT

Coordinator for Seminarian and Clergy Couple Care
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Maria McMullen


Media Coordinator, Center for Family Care
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Presvytera Melanie DiStefano


Resource Developer, Center for Family Care
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In Christ, We Are One!
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