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Whereas the data obtained by the Interfaith Research Project (IRP), the SWOT
analysis and other studies have strongly suggested that marriage and family life
is of paramount importance, we request the following:
1. In response to those who meet, fall in
love, and marry non-Christians, it was
the committee’s consensus that this is a
growing pastoral challenge that deserves
more attention. To that end, participants
asked that the issue be carefully
examined in an effort to identify what is
being done and what else can be done,
to help the Greek Orthodox partner
remain actively connected to the Church.
2. With the blessing of each Metropolitan,
we resolve that continuing education
seminars be offered in each Metropolis
to the clergy to further educate them with regard to the challenges that
intermarried couples and their families encounter.
3. With the blessing of each Metropolitan, we resolve that continuing
education seminars be offered (1) in each Metropolis and, (2) in each
parish to lay workers and lay leaders to further educate them with regard
to the challenges that intermarried couples and their families encounter.
4. Whereas, outcome studies have shown that premarital education has a
positive impact on marital satisfaction and family stability, we resolve that
each Metropolis adopt and make standard the practice of offering
premarital education (seminars/workshops). The materials and resources
for this initiative will be developed and provided by this ministry in an effort
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to establish new premarital education programs and enhance existing
programming.
Initiatives from 2006 – 08 to Address These Resolutions
The following initiatives have been implemented to address the needs articulated
in New York at the last Clergy Laity Congress in 2006:
Orthodox who Marry Non-Christians A new section of the Interfaith Marriage
Web site: www.Interfaith.goarch.org has been
developed to address the challenges and issues that
Greek Orthodox encounter who either consider
marriage to a non-Christian or marry a non-Christian.
This section (a) outlines the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese’s position with regard to Orthodox who
marry non-Christians, (b) includes a self-examination
questionnaire for dating couples, and (c) provides a
pastoral approach to parents whose adult children are
either considering marriage to a non-Christian or have
entered into a marriage with a non-Christian.
Continuing Education Seminar In collaboration with
the Department of Outreach and Evangelism, A
workshop has been developed which will be presented at the 2008 Clergy Laity
Congress in Washington, DC, and repeated in our Metropolises upon request.
This workshop seeks to help clergy and lay leaders discern the serious nature of
the interfaith marriage challenge. It also advocates for increased, effective
outreach to this population of faithful. Finally, it offers a number of useful
strategies that clergy and lay leaders can use at the local parish level to help
them develop a more effective outreach program to intermarried couples and
their families. These strategies are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out to the Non-Orthodox Partner
Respectfully addressing conversion
Evaluating our youth programs
Celebrating ethnicity while avoiding ethnocentric attitudes
Premarital preparation and education
Follow-up after marriage
Adult education
Developing an Interfaith Marriage Committee
Mentors
Advocating for Marriage Building Workshops
Support groups
More English in our Services
Increased awareness of this population’s unique
challenges
Pastoral guidelines
Making people aware of the resources that are currently
available

1. Premarital Education A Leadership 100 Grant has been obtained to
develop premarital education materials. These materials are designed to
enhance existing programs or replace them. These materials are
decidedly Orthodox, while also being evidenced based. This three stage
initiative is currently in the research and development phase – Stage One.
Some of the deliverables should be available in 2009. The following is a
succinct overview of this initiative. Session I defines marriage from an
Orthodox, Christ-centered perspective. Session II introduces couples to a
slippery slope that compromises “oneness” and leads couples toward
marital meltdown and divorce. Session III focuses attention on
participants’ family background, and how our family of origin influences
how we understand marriage. Session IV features a 90 item selfevaluation questionnaire that helps couples identify potential problems
related to communication, problem solving, finances, parenting, in-laws,
sex, inter-Christian and intercultural challenges, friends, personal time and
couple time. Session V focuses on the importance of good listening skills,
communication skills and conflict resolution skills from a decidedly Christcentered perspective. And finally, Session VI introduces participants to a
number of Christ-centered, timeless strategies that can positively
enhance, preserve and protect oneness.
Ongoing Work and Information Related to Interfaith Marriages
Interfaith Research Project (IRP) Up until recently, evidence based
information of the type that could help guide the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America (GOA) outreach minister to intermarried couples and their families did
not exist. The Interfaith Marriage Research Project (IRP) filled this void. This
study has provided the GOA with a much clearer picture of the
challenges that inter-Christian, intercultural couples face1.
A Couples’ Resource A resource for intermarried couples
and their families is in its second printing. This work is entitled,
When You Intermarry: A Resource for Inter-Christian,
Intercultural Couples, Parents and Families2. It offers
intermarried couples the following:
•

general information about intermarriage

•

descriptions and observations from hundreds of intermarried spouses who
participated in the Interfaith Research Project (IRP)

•

useful information that will identify some of the unique challenges that
intermarried couples face as spouses, couples, and parents
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For more information about the IRP, please consult Father Charles Joanides or log onto the Interfaith
Marriage Web site: www.interfaith.goarch.org.
2
Joanides, C (2002). When you intermarry: A resource forInter-Christian, Intercultural couples, parents
and families. New York, NY: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

•

useful coping strategies that have proven to facilitate marital satisfaction and
family well-being in the individual, marital and family lives of hundreds of
intermarried spouses

•

premarital preparation materials written for couples intending to intermarry

•

pastoral guidelines to clarify the Greek Orthodox Church's rules as they apply
to intermarried couples

Resource for Clergy and Lay Leaders A companion manual for clergy and
lay workers has been in print since November, 2003. The title
of this book is, Ministering to Intermarried Couples: A Resource
for Clergy and Lay Workers. This book is designed to
encourage qualitatively different thinking concerning the
intermarriage challenge facing the GOA. In an effort to
accomplish this objective, the information in this manual will
answer the following questions:
•

Why is the Archdiocese concerned with intermarriages?

•

On a local level, why should we be concerned with intermarriages?

•

What unique challenges do intermarried couples experience over the
marital life cycle?

•

What are the salient social and ecological challenges that intermarried
couples face?

•

What are some examples of programs and approaches that can be
utilized to minister more effectively to intermarried couples and their
families?

•

What are some suggestions and guidelines that can help clergy during the
premarital preparation process with perspective inter-Christian and
intercultural couples?

Interfaith Marriage Web Site An Interfaith Marriage Web site has been up and
running for several years. It is now one of the leading sites dealing with
intermarriage issues on the World Wide Web. This site has proven to be an
important source of information for thousands of
interested individuals. On the basis of the regular
feedback I receive, this Web site has facilitated
positive change in the lives of countless
intermarried spouses, couples, parents and their
families both within the GOA and around the world.
A retooled version of this site appeared in the
summer of 2003. This site continues to grow and
change to meet the increased needs of this
population.

Confidential E-mail E-mail of a personal nature is received and answered on
a regular basis by me. Most of this mail contains pastoral issues of a semitherapeutic nature. Some of this mail is also concerned with the Orthodox
Church's position regarding inter-Church and interfaith marriages. A sizable
number of messages have recently concerned themselves with the subject of
interreligious marriage. I utilize several consultants to assist me in drafting
answers.
Orthodox Observer Regular submissions on the subject of inter-Christian and
intercultural marriage appear in the Orthodox Observer.
Articles, Videos, Radio Programs and Interviews Fr. Charles has written
articles for Praxis, and The Annual Resource Companion (two publications
produced by the Religious Education Department). Two videos addressing the
intermarriage challenge in the GOA are currently available through the Religious
Education Department. On three separate occasions, he has also been a guest
speaker on Come Receive the Light, a radio program that Father Chris
Metropulos produces out of Ft. Lauderdale, FL. This radio program is heard
throughout the GOA. He has also been a guest speaker on Greek American
Educational Public Radio which serves the Northeast. He has also been
interviewed by several newspapers and magazines regarding this ongoing work.
Peer Review Journal Articles Fr. Charles has written and published several
articles for academic publications and peer review journals related to the subject
of intermarried couples and their families. The references appear below.
Joanides, C., Joanning, H., & Keoughan, P. (2000). Toward an
understanding of religious people’s perceptions and lived experiences of religion
and spirituality: Implications for marriage and family therapists. Journal of Family
Social Work, 3, 79-97.
Patsavos, L., & Joanides, C. (2000). Interchurch marriages: An Orthodox
perspective. International Academy for Marital Spirituality Review. 2, 215-223.
Patsavos, L., & Joanides, C. (2000). Interchurch marriages: An Orthodox
perspective. The Greek Orthodox Theological Review. 45, 433-442..
Joanides, C., Mayhew, M. & Mamalakis, P. (2002). Investigating interChristian and intercultural couples associated with the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America: A qualitative research project. American Journal of
Family Therapy, 30, 373-383..
Joanides, C. (2003). A Systematic Conceptualization of Intermarriages In the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. In A. Vrame. Parish in America:
Faithfulness to the Past and Responsibility for the Future.(pp. 199-208).
Brookline, MA: Holy Cross Press.
Joanides, C. (2004) Mapping the challenges that intermarried couples
encounter. International Academy for Marital Spirituality Review. 10, 221-230.

Couple’s Day Out Workshop Fr. Charles conducts daylong workshops for
couples preparing for marriage as well as for married couples. Some of the
subjects he addresses are as follows: (a) why marriages succeed or fail, (b)
effective communication techniques, (c) what’s your arguing style, (d) myths
about divorce, (e) attributes of a Christ-centered marriage, (f) how our faith helps
our marriage, (g) balancing strategies that work, and (h) intermarried couple and
family challenges. Since September of 2007 he has either conducted workshops
or been a guest speaker in the following locations.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Holy Cross School of Theology
Metropolis of Boston Syndesmos
Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos
St. Demetrios, Baltimore, MD
St. Spyridon, Worcester, MA
Holy Trinity, Charlotte, NC
Saint Sophia, Albany NY

Attending to Your Marriage. As of March 2006, Fr.
Charles’ third book is now available. It is entitled, Attending to
Your Marriage: A Resource for Christian Couples. This selfhelp book is written for engaged, newlyweds, married and
divorced persons and couples. Chapters devoted to the
following issues are included in this resource: (1) conflict
resolution, (2) communication (3) problem-solving strategies,
(4) underlying issues, (5) myths related to divorce, (7)
remarriage, (8) finding a professional couples’ therapist, (9)
spousal abuse and (10) marriage from a Christian and
Orthodox perspective.

Come Receive the Light Radio Program. Fr. Charles is a featured guest
commentator on the Radio Program Come Receive the Light and The ARK. He
offers five minute commentaries on Marriage and Family issues on a regular
basis.
Department of Religious Education Teen Curriculum. Fr. Charles has written
two chapters for the new Teen Curriculum which the Department of Religious
Education is producing. One chapter is entitled, The Interfaith Marriage
Challenge, the second chapter is entitled, Marriage: What is it?
Goals Over the Next Year
Premarital Education Program A substantial amount of time and attention will
be devoted toward the completion of the premarital education program.
Interfaith Marriage Web site 3 The Interfaith Marriage Web site has proven to
be a very effective outreach tool. For this reason, the continued improvement of

3

The address of the Interfaith Marriage Web site is www.interfaith.goarch.org.

this Web site will remain a priority. In particular, additional sub topics will be
added to address current needs.
Presentations, Lectures and Workshops Fr. Charles will continue to develop
and conduct interfaith marriage workshops and marital enhancement workshops
for engaged couples, spouses, parents and clergy across the GOA.
Collaboration with Other Archdiocesan Departments. Fr. Charles plans to
continue to work together with other departments and institutions in the
Archdiocese. In particular, more collaboration will be cultivated between the
Departments of Family Care, Religious Education, Out Reach and Evangelism
and Youth and Young Adult Ministries.

